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and Income Tax Act’’ should he amend-
ed so as to provide for a greater tax on
income not earned by personal effort.”

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.9 p.m.

Degislative EHssembly,
Tuesday, 16th February, 1915,

PAOE
Question : Wheat Hendling Charges 1617
Jolnt Select Committee, Boney BIIIslProcedure 1517
Annual Estimates, Votes and Items dlscussed).. 1517

The SPEAWKER took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WHEAT HANDLING
CHARGES,

Mr, THOMSOX (without notice)
asked the Premier: 1, Whai amount per
bushel are the Millers’ Association re-
eeiving for acquiring wheat from the
farmers for the Foodstuff Board? 2,
Is it correct that a charge of 2d. per
bushel is made? If so, is it the intention
of the Government to direet the Food-
stuff Board to deduet that amount only
from the farmers who have wheat to sell,
instead of the charge of 4d. now made?
3, As the Foodstuff Board are acquiring
this wheat for the benefit of the com-
munity, will he direet the Board that all
charges over 2d. will be borne by the
State and not by the seller of the wheat?

The PREMIER replied: 1, For ac-
quiring and reeeiving in truek or lat
stack, 2d. per bushel plus an additional
charge for other items sueh as storing,
handling, interest, insuranece, stationery,
clerical assistance, eic. 2, No, hecause
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that is not the only charge incurred in
securing this wheat as shown by answer
No. 1. 3, No; the Board point out that
in fixing the price they took every factor
into consideration and provided and
fixed 4d. rer bushel as the approximate
cost of acquiring, ete. 1f a lesser figure
is to be allowed, then undoubtedly the
difference between that and 4d. would be
a loss to the State. Had the Board con-
sidered that 2d. or some other amount
less than 4d. would bave been sufficient
io cover the cost of acquiring the wheat,
they would have reduced the hasie price
—which is a generous one—accordingly.
It is considered that the price now paid
to farmers at country sidings is a fair
one. The Government, while not desir-
ous of making any profit from the trans-
action, are not prepared to soffer any leoss
to the general community, as the action
taken is primarily in the interest of the
farming eommunity.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.
Eztension ‘of Time.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) [4.35] :
In the absence of the member for Can-
ning (Mr. Robinson) I desire to report
that some progress has been made by the
committee. Meetings of the committee
appointeill by this House and of the com-
mittee appointed by another place have
been held, and it is hoped that some ar-
rangement may be arrived at whieh will
overcome the diffienlty experienced in re-
gard to money Bills procedure, We have
not yet completed our labours, and I

move—

That the time for Dbringing up the
Joint Select Committee’s report be exz-
tended to Tuesday, 23rd February.
Question passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1914-15.
In Committee of Supply,
Resumed from the 11th February; Mr.
Holman in the Chair.
Vote—Legislative Assembly,
agreed to.

£1,900—
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Vole—Joint
£4,272:

Item—-Incidental, including telephone
rent, firewood, water, renewals, and other
expenditure authorised by the House
Committee, but exelusive of repairs to
the hoilding, £1,500:

Mr. FOLEY: Although only a small
maiter, [ wish to draw atlention to the
unwarranted expense for and misuse of
eleetric light in both Chambers. A con-
siderable amount of current is used un-
neeessarily, The Government are trying
to effect economy, and the House should
asgist them.

Houses of Parliament,

Mr. ALLEN: I support the hon.
member. Bconomies should be com-
menced with small items, On the item

for incidentals it should be possible to
effect a considerable saving. Is not it
possible to begin economising here right
away?

The Premwiier:
for this vote,

Hon. M. F. TROY: I am hardly re-
sponsible for the vote, but I have to
answer for the House, In regard to the
statement of the member for Leonora,
probably there is extravagance. I have
frequently found the lights turned on in
varions rooms which were not occupied,
but members t(hemselves might assist to
economise by exercising ecare in this
direction. As regards the Chamber, if
members will discuss malters ad in-
fiaitym, we shall use a lot of curreni.
Resp.eciing (he vote for ineidentals, I
have not been satisfed with the manner
in which the accounts have been kept,
but owing io the fact that one officer has

I am not responsible

been responsible, there has not been
much opportunity to check the de-
tails. T am nol reflecting on the Presi-

dent who is Chairman of the House
Committee, and who vouches for the ex-
penditure; he has been in ill-heaith. I
am endeavouring to effect a change by
asking that in future every item of ex-
penditaure shall he submitted to the
House Commitiee, and that no expendi-
ture shall be inecurred without the consent
of the Committee,
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Mr. Allen:
this item?

Hon, M, F. TROY: I do not know,
but 1 am hopeful that the arrangement
outhined will lead to more satisfactory
results. During the last year or
two the health of the President, who is
Chairman of the House Committee, has
not been tuo good; and latlerly the
President has sent accounts on to me, To
sowe of those accounts I have taken ex-
ception, and in future every item of ex-
penditure will have to be submiited to
the House Commitiee. No expenditure
whatever must heneeforih be incurred
without the sanction of the House Com-
mittee, By that means there will be a
check on the expenditure.

Mr. TAYLOR: With regard to the
statement of tbe member for Leonors
(Mr, Foley) that there is extravagance
in the use of eleetricity, I wish to say
that three or four years age I submitted
a statement on this very iiem, having
been then, as T am now, a member of the
House Committee. As a result, the lights
in the dining room, which at that period
numbered nearly 100, were reduced to
about 25, that alteration effecting a sav-
ing of between £70 and £90 per annum.
The House Committee also experimented
with the liglting of the Chamber, but
the experiment failed.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
the score of economy.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was on the score of
economy and also because the light was
trying to members’ eyes. The House
Commiitee had the globes frosted in
order {o secure improvement, but it was
found impossible to light the Chamber
without employing the full candie power
available. On the accounts generally, I
wish to point out that all expenditure of
any magnitude is passed by the House
Comrmittee, There are, however, certain
items, snck as firewood for example,
which when the House Committee does
not meet are purchased by the Secretary
to the House Committee, Exception has
been taken, I understand, by the Presi-
dent and AMr, Speaker to certain pur-
chases; and these items have not yet
been passed. The only means of saving

Is it possible to reduce

That was not on



[16 Fesruary, 1815.]

on electrieity is not to allow the lights
to be kept burning too long after the
Houses have adjourned.

Vote pul and passed,

Vote — Joint  Printing Commitiee,
£5,056:

Item, Printing and Distribution of
Hansard, £1,500:

Mr. HEITMANN: Sufficient disere-
tion is not excreised in eonnection wilh
the binding and distribution of Hansard.
I have no complaint to make that the
cost of the taking of the notes and of
the aetual setting wp in type is too greaf,
but it has always appeared to me that
the hound volumes are sent out too
freely. 1 once aitended a sale of honse-
hold furniture at which a dozen volumes
of Hansard brought G6d. Personally, I
do not wani the bound volumes at all.
Anyone wishing to refer to a speech can
see Hansurd either in this House or in
any public libvary. Again, it is unneces-
sary that the Standing Rules and Orders
should bear the names of members in
gold letiers; and the binding is too
elaborate. Constituencies might be sub-
stituted for members’ names,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I am un-
able to apree with the hon. member that
Hansard is not a very useful institution.
Indeed, I have found it particularly use-
ful on several occasions during the past
three or four years, and only last week
was able to quote it with some effect. I
wish to point out that the estimated re-
duction in this item is hardly likely to
be achieved. Last year the cost was over
£2,000, and for this year it is likely to
amount to £2,500. The reduction, there-
fore, is misleading. The bound volumes
of Hansard are most useful to members
generally; at any rate, to myself.

Vote put and passed.

Votes — Joint Library Commiltee,
£400; Premier's Office, £1,429; Treasury,
£9,57f—agreed to.

Vote—Audit, £9,850:

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In connee-
tion with this vote, I wish to take the
opportunity of removing an impression
conveyed by the Premier last Thursday
night while replying on the general de-
bate, The hon. gentleman stated then
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that bhe knew I had been closeted with the

Audilor General prior to the delivery of
the Tinancial Siatement, or at any rate
prior to the eriticism which I offered on
the Budget. The Premier went on to say
he wished it to he clearly understood that
the statements of the leader of the Op-
position were not his own, but were, in
fact, the Auditor General’s. By that
method the Premier saddled the Auditor
General with responsibility for any re-
marks made by me and for any charges
I might bring against the Government.
I have personally not the slightest con-
cern if the Premier thinks I used either
the Awnditor General’'s information or
anvone else’s, but I do take exception
to a general attack upon an honourable
servant of this Hounse such as the Auditor
General—practically the only servant the
Honse has, The Auditor General i3 hon-
ourable in every sense of the word. Al-
though T myself have never sought in-
formation from him except such as be
could properly give to any member of
Parliarent, yet he bas always made it
perfectly clear that he was not prepared
to disenss figures which had not been
made public, though he felt, as a servant
of Parliament, that any member com-

ing to him for explanation- of
fizures already published was en-
titled to explanation of sueh figures.
T regret that the Premier should

have been, apparently, guilty of espionage
in this conneection. As a matter of fact,
the occasion in question is about the first
for twelve months on which T have ealled
at the Auditor General's office. If the
Premier was not guilty of espionage, I
should be sorry to think for one moment
that the new Under Treasurer, Mr. Black,
had run to the Premier to tell him that
the leader of the Opposition had ecallod
upon the Aunditor General. Mr. Black
was the only gentleman T met in the Aud-
itor General’s office, and I was introduced
te khim in the corridor by the Auditor
General, If we want loval service from
publi¢ servants generally, and more es-
pecially from those holding high posi-
tions, if we in Western Australia wish
to keep clear of the reprehensible Tam-
many practices observable in the govern-
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ment of the United Siales for many years
past, we must all give due eredit o the
gentlemen who fill these positions in the
Public Service, and avoid even inferring
that they have behaved discreditably. Any
e | member calling upon the Auditor
General will  find  him perfectly above
board. He will either say “yes” or *‘no,”
either “I cannot give you that intforma-
tion; it is not within my province,” or
“of course, you may have the figures; they
are all published.” I found from the
Auditor General's report on the aceounts
of the State Sieamships now on the Tahle
of Lthe House, there was an amount shown
under loan expendilure which required {o
be adjusted by transfering to the revenue
aceount the items properly chargeable
therelo. He did not give the amoum
in the paragraph in his report, and
I wanted to know what that amount
was exactly. I looked at the balance
sheat and found that whereas there
Lhad been liabilities put down as Loan
expenditure amounting to £105,906,
on the asset side there was an amount
of £83,977. The only conclusion [
could ecame to was that the difference be-
tween those two amounts, a very large
difference ag hon. members can see, shonld
Lhave been credited to Revenue expendi-
ture, and not to Loan. 1 rang up the
Auditor Genersl to ask him if he eould
explain the matter to me; he could not do
so over the telephone, and asked me if
I would come around and see him. I went
round and found he was engaged with the
Under Treasurer. It was then T met the
Tnder Treasnrer in {he corridor, and he
took me to the Auditor General, who
pointed out to me what he meant. He
referred {o an item of £3,111 4s. Even
with that information I counld not gei at
it. While there T asked him another
question. how it came about thal an
amount of ouly £1,105 was debited as the
proportion of number 3 survey for the
vear. when it was stated in the report that
ibe cost of the survey had been spread
over Four years. Seeing that the tolal cost
of the survey is set down at £14,316, that
was a fair question to put. He explained
that the debit had been made for onmly
potrion of the vear, that the survey wae
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carried ont some three or four months, I
think, prior to the end of the finaneial
year, and, therefore, only & proportion
had been debited for that year, a-very
proper course in my opinion. But the
Premier should not even cast a slur upon
me when I find it desirable to call upon
the Auditor (ieneral. The Premier has no
right Lo make a ‘statement reflecting on
my honour, and te say that | was simply
repeating statements which were not my
own, but which emanated from the Audi-
tor General, That is puiting the Auditor
General in a false position, and saddling
him with the responsibility for the aitack
which I made on the Government. I do
not know whether that was what the Pre-
mier intended, but it is up to me as n
public man to clearly point out the posi-
tion, to state what ocenrred, and to take
{he strongest possible exceplion to a slar
of this desceription on the Auditor Gen-
eral conveyed by the Premier's words, I
do not care twopence what the Prenner
thinks of me or of the way in whieh T
get my information, As a rule I cannot
get any information except what I am
able to enll from public papers. When
papers are made public a wrong conclu-
sion may easily be made by public men,
and in my opinion publie men are justified
in seeking first hand information, That
is the position, and T repeat I {ake sirong
exeeplion to the charge that has been
made against an hononrable servant of
this House by the Premier.

The PREMIER: In eonnection with the
matter mentioned by the leader of the Op-
position T want to say that T bave never
made the statement fhat the hon. member
obtained information through the Auditor
General to which he was not entitled, T
explained, as T was entitled to do, that
just prior to making his speech in this
House in eriticism of the financial state-
ment that the hon. member had been
closeted with the Auditor General,

Hon. Frank Wilson: How did you
know that?

The PREMIER: It doesn’t matter; 1
did know. The fact remains that the hon.
memher was closeted with the Anditor
General who, although he is a servant of
Parliament, is under the administration
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of the Colonial Treasurer. I contend, and
I think members will agree if they con-
sider the question for a moment, that any-
one holding the position of Auditor Gen-
eral, a servant of Parliament, has no right
to disclose information he may obtain in
his official capacity, to anyone except
through his Ministerial head.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Not to a publice
man ¢

The PREMIER: Not to anyone. If
an hon, memher can go there and discuss
matters with the Auaditor General, any-
one could go, and the same statement
could then be made, that they had been
diseussing public acounts which had al-
ready been published. The Auditor Gen-
eral has powers under the Andit Aet as
great as those of the Governor in Counecil.
He can call for any paper in any Govern-
ment Depariment, even the most confiden-
tial; and if that is the case I want to
know if it is right thai any hon. member
should, without the knowledge of the Xin-
isterial head, be entitled to be eloseted
with the Auditor General.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Of course he has
the right; the Auditor General is the ser-
vant of Parliament.

The PREMIER: T say he has not; his
administration is under the control of the
Treasurer.

Hon. PFrank Wilson: Nothing of the
sort,

The PREMIER: The hon, member must
know that the Auditer General cannot ap-
point an additional member to his staff
without my approval as Treasurer. As T
kave said, the Audit Act gives the Auditor
General powers equal to thase of the Gov-
ernor in Council. He can call for any
papers or other maiter, no matter how
confidential, upon which he has to report
to Parliament withont consulting me as
Ministerial head. 1 want to point out
the danger of the position. T want to ask
the hon, member {Hoo. F. Wilson) or any
other hon. member on the other side uof
the House who has had Ministerial re-
sponsibility, how he wonld feel if he
heard every day in the week that mem-
bers of Parliament had heen ecloseted
with the Auditor General. The Auditor
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General is entitled to make any repoxt
he wishes to Parliament on matters con-
cerning the finances of the State. I
have never complained; but the Auditor
(eneral is the servant of Parliament gen-
erally, not of members of Parliament
individually, any more than is the Under
Treasurer, who is under certain control.
I do not object to bon. members discuss-
ing with the Auditor General matters
upon which information is desired, bat
the leader of the Opposition, or any
other member, has never been refused in-
formation when he has submitted a re-
quest to the Auditor General in writing,
or to me as the Ministerial head. At the
same time it iz a dangerous practice to
allow members to discuss matters with
an official who has egual powers with
those of the Governor in Council, who
can call for any papers even of the most
confidential nature. What I have com-
plained about, is that the Auditor Gen.
eral has published in his reports extracts
from files not dealing in any way with wat-
ters affecting the finances of this State,
matters supposed to be confidential, offi-
cizl information, legal opinions obtained
on matters affecting the public serviece.
If we eannot keep decuments of that
character confidential when it may mean
pounds and pounds either in saving or
expenditure, and the Auditor General can
publish that in his report
Member: At whose instigation—
The PREMIER: There can ouly be
one source, The Auditor General did not
go into the maiter eifher.
Mr. Foley: Did he obhtain the legal
opinions ¢ . :
The PREMIER: No; they were ob-
tained by the Porblie Service Commis-
sioner through the Attorney General
The files came into the hands of the
Auditor General in eonpection with other
matters, and he extracted portions and
published them in his report to TParlia-
ment. If is a dangerous practice. No
one ean withhold papers from the
Auditor Geperal. He is authorised to
do just what J as Premier can do, to ask
for any papers. Therefore, it is a serions
matter if members of Parliament, or
anyone elss, are to be permitted to be
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closeted with the Auditor General anless
with the knowledge of the Ministerial
head. There is a proper method by
which members ean obtain information,
and the leader of the Opposition cannot
pay thai he has asked for information
through the Miuisterial head which has
been refused him.

Hon, Frank Wilson:
I have ever asked.

The PREMIER: Moreover, the hon.
member knows that the Aunditor Generai
is the head of the Andit Department.
He reports to 1’arliament anything which
is not strielly in aecordance with the law
relating o the finances of the State. Bul
the person responsible for keeping the
publie acconnls, throngh the Treasurer,
is the Under Treasurer. If the accounts
are not correct, then the Auditor Gen-
eral reports. That is what we have him
for, to reporl o Parliament untrammelled
by Ministerial inflacnee. 1. as Trea-
surer, do not receive the Auditor Gener-
al’s report until it is available to every
other member of the House. The Auditor
(General’s eriticism of the public acecounts
is available to members as soon as it is
available to the Minister responsihle for
the finances.

T do not think

Mr. Taylor: That makes his jrosition

safe.

The PREMIER : Quite safe. Buf seeing
that he has these powers it is as serious
a matter as would be for a elient to in-
terview the judge while a ease is heing
heard for a memher of Parliament to go
to the Auditor General and bhe closeted
with him before his report has been sub-
mitted to Parliament. That is the atti-
tude I have adopted, that ihe Auditor
General should report to Parliament on
every matter, In the past—and T shall in
the future—I have eclaimed the right.
when eriticism of the finanees has ap-
peared in the Anditor General’s report,
to reply fo such criticism in order that
Parliament may have both sides of the
question. I ecannot get his report in ad-
vance, so that the departmental reply
could be put in side by side wilth the
Auditer General’s report. The Auditor
General should be ahove suspicion.
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Mr. Taylor:
doubt it3

The PREMIER: Not the slightest rea-
son. 1 am merely pointing out the objec-
tion to sueh a practice growing up. The
hos. memhber himself, if he were in my
position, and knew I was closeted with the
Anditor General would take gahjection.
He would say to me, as I say 1o him, “I
will give you the information you want,
if you apply in the proper guarter, to the
Minister controlling the fivances of the
State.” I maintain that I was quite en-
titled to eall attention to the matler, If
it be decided by DParliament that the
Auditor General shall be the servant of
members of Parliament individually, and
shall decide what information may be
given, who is going to decide what in-
formation he has no right to give? I
maintain that there is certain informa-
tion le is entitled o give to Parliament.
He is the servant of Parliament and nof
of any individual member.

Hon. FRANK 1VILSON: The Pre-
mier’s declaration that the Auditor Gen-
eral, a servant of Parliament, is not lo be
consulted by members of Parliament un-

Have you any reason o

less the Treasurer has first been
approached, is amongst the most as-
tounding I have ever listened to. The

Minister has no control over the Auditor
General, in fact, the Auditor General is
set there to wateh the Treasury and see
that they conform with the laws of the
land, Tt would be absurd to say that that
officer comes under the direct control of
the Minister he is set to wateh. Mr.
Toppin’s office is open to the public, and
any man is entifled to walk in and ques-
tion Mr. Toppin on finance or any other
matters in which he is concerned. Again,
surely we can trust Mr. Toppin fo say,
when propriety demands it, “No, I ecan-
not give you that information’

. The Premier: When did you see Mr.
Toppin; before you made your speech
in the House?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I think so.

The Premier: You made your speech
on the same day as that on which Mr.
Toppin’s report was tabled, namely, the
12th January.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: I went along
and discnssed with him the report on the
State Steamship Service.

The Premier: Where did you get it?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: From ihe
Table.

The Premier: It was only laid on the
Table the day on which you made your
speech,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If so, the
Premier is ceonvieted out of his own
moutl; beeause it would then seem that
I did not see the Auditor General until
after I had made my speech. I do not
remember the exact day on which I saw
the Auditor General; until now I have
accepied the Premier’s word as to the
date. The Premier accused me of first
seeing the Auditor General and after-
wards delivering that officer’s sentiments
in the House. That is what I hold to be
most unfair.

The Minister for Works: I suppose
you did not get the report before it was
laid on the Table?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No.

Mr. Taylor: You had the report when
you saw the Auditor General?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes. I
remember, now, that the Colonial Secre-
tary sent me a eopy of the report te per-
use,

The Premier: In advance of its being
tabled here?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, he sent
it to me eonfidentially. I rang him up
and asked him if I eould have a eopy
to pernse, and he sent it along to me.
He said it was going to be tabled that
afiernoon.

The Minister for Mines: Well, that
clears up the matter.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, T went
to see the Anditor General in regard to
this report. There are my figures written
on the margin of the report.

A'r. James Gardiner: Was that report
sent to you by Mr, Drew as confidential,
and did you straightway go to the Audi-
tor General on it?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, for an
explanation, 1t was then on the Table
of the House, and s¢ was public pro-
perty.  What was wrong with that?
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There are my own figures on the mar-
gin, .

The Attorney General: You could have
put those fizures on it at any time sinece.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: What is the
Atlorney General insinvating? Let him
ask the Auditor General if I had those
figures on the report when I called on
that officer. These papers were then on
the Table, and at my request the Auditor
General explained a somewhat ambigu-
ous paragraph in the report.

Mr. Bolton: That was not on the Table
when you went to the Auditor General.

Hon, PRANK WILSON: Yes it was,
because this is a eopy which the member
for Kimberley (Mr. Male) had made and
sent down to me.

The Premier:
eral’s report?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes, this
was attached. Here is the report, and
there are my figures. The eclanses 1
eould not quite understand are under-
lined. The only clauses I discussed with
the Auditor General were those I have
already mentioned.

Mr. Male: That was presented on the
10th December, 1914.

The Premier: No, the report you dis-
cussed was tabled on the 12th January,
the day you made your speech.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Any infor-
mation I got was obtained from the House
and by courtesy of the Colonial Secre-
tary. The report contained a paragraph
which was somewhat misleading. On ils
reading I would have come to the House
and accused the Government of utilising
£14,000 or £15,000 of loan moneys which
ought to have been debited to revenue.
I could not reconcile it, so I ealled on the
Auditor General and asked what was the
meaning of the paragraph. He told me
that my interpretation was wrong, and
showed me how he arrived at it. It was
an item which might have been charged
to revenue expenditure, and which ap-
parently las been charged to I.oan
Funds; that is all. T have been in the
Aunditor General’s office not more than
haif a dozen times in the last 334 years,
but whenever I see anything published
which I cannot quite grasp, I will ask

Not the Auditor Gen-
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him for an explanation. I am entitled
to do that without applicaton to the Pre-
mier. I had the same bothgr once be-
fore when the Premier accused me of see-
ing the Under Treasurer. Why should [
not?

The Premier: Becanse it was your own
instruction that private members should
not do so.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nothing of
the sort. T never refused fo allow any
hon. member to interview any publie ser-
vant. It would be childish and absurd.
These responsible officers know exaectly
what information they may and may not
give, and they are not likely to give away
withont reference to the Minister any-
thing whieh should be withheld. Why,
then, should it be necessary to wait for
the Minister before asking for general
information?

The Premier: It was your own provi-
sion,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No.

The Premier: Your insiructions were
that any information required on finan-
cial matters should he obtained through
the Treasurer.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: 1 have no
knowledge of any minute of the sort. Tt
is the right of auy taxpayer to ask these
officers for certain information, and it
is within the provinee of the officers o
say “I can” or “T cannot give it to you.”
What I especially take exception lo is
the slur the Premier has cast on the Au-
ditor General. Now he says he does not
wean it as any charge against the Audi-
tor Creneral, and he agrees that the Au-
ditor General is upright and straightfor-
ward. But that eould not be said of the
Aunditor General if he had divulged to me,
as leader of the Opposition and chicf
political opponent of the Premier, con-
fidential information whiech I might use
for political purposes. If the Anditor
General, or any other publie officer, has
lost the confidence of Parliament, or of
the Government, the Premier should
bring a definite charge against him. Bat
that is not the position in this ease, and
I resent the charge that the speech I
made, and all the information I gave,
were not my own, but the Auditor Gen-
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eral’s, The Premier said “The state-
ments of the leader of the Opposition
were not his own, but were in fact the
Anditor General’s.” J resent that on be-
half of the Auditor General, He gave
me no information which he could not
honourably give, and I have made no
statements in the House—other than the
quoting of extracts from his report—
which can be said to have heen supplied
by the Auditor General. For my own
part, I take all the responsibility of my
ntterances and my actions, but here is an
officer who ecannot proteet bimself and
who is constantly accused of malprac-
tice by my friends opposile, accused both
indirectly and directly.
The Attorney General: No.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And I re-
sent that aceusation.

The Minister for Lands: I ask that
the hon. member be requested to with-
draw that statement,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is it not
malpraetice whieh he is accused of?

The CHAIRMAN: I must ask the
hon. member to withdraw.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then T must
withdraw it; but I would like the Pre-
mier to withdraw bis remarks against the
Aunditor General, namely, that the staie-
ments of the leader of the Opposition
were not his own, but were in faet the
Auditor General’s,

The Premier: You admit it yourself
when you say you went to him for an
explanation,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This is
childish, You stated, in effect, that the
whole of my denunciation of your ad-
ministration had emanated from the Au-
ditor General. At all evenis that is tke
impression outside in consequence of
what you said. The impression is that
[ am in league with the Auditor General
and that he is bolslering me up with his
special knowledge.

The Premier: I did not say that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is the
impression, and the Premier ought lo
withdraw what he said to give rise to it.
Let him take the stigma off a gentleman
who is honourably carrying out his duties.

The PREMIER: I made no charge
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against the Aunditor General. The state-
ment I made has becn proved by the
leader of the Opposition himself,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You said he was
not fair in his eriticism and his actions.

The PREMIER: That is a different
proposition altogether. I said the hou.
member had been closeted with the Audi-
tor (eneral, and we were entitled to claim
that the statements the hon, member made
in regard (o trading concerns represented
the critieisto, not of the leader of the Op-
pesition, but of the Auditor General, The
hon. member has admitted going to the
Auditor General to have certain things
cleared up. I have no wish to pursue the
matter, T am merely’ pointing out the
danger of the position.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The danger of
Tammany Hall in your methods,

The PREMIER: My predecessor
in the Treasury had issued- instrue-
tions that no matters affecting the
finanees of the State were to be
given (o members exeept through
the Minister. It came under my notice
becanse, prior to the election in 1911, T
applied- to the Under Treasurver to be
supplied with particulars of subsidies to
municipalities and reads boards for the
previous three years, I could have ob-
tained the informalion frem the publie
accounts, The veply 1 received was that
the matter conld be obtained on appliea-
tion to the Minister.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Did you get it?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was the Under
Treasurer’s duty to supply it.

The PREMIER: He could not have
done so under the instruction that had
heen issued,

Hon. Frank Wilson: T say he could
have done so,

The PREMIER: We shall agree to
differ, but I have seen the file containing
the instruction. In regard to the Auditor
General, I wish to point out the danger if
such a practice is allowed to grow. I do
not charge the Auditor General or the
hon. member with having done anything
suspicious, hut I do charge the hon, mem-
ber with intreducing a dangerous prac-
tice.
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Hon, Frank Wilson: You have charged
him with fathering all my statements.

The PREMIER: The powers of the
Auditor General are greater than those
of a judge of the Supreme Court. A
judge can only take evidence and investi-
gate matters bronght before him in pro-
per order. The Auditor General may, by
precept under his hand, reguire a person
te appear Lefore him and produce such
statements, books, vouchers, and papers
in his possession as appear to he neees-
sary for the purpose of his examination.
Ee may cause extracts to be taken from
any book or record in any public office
without the payment of fees, and may
also administer an oath. The public
could fairly hecome suspicious of the ac-
tion of the Auditor General having all
these powers if he were known {o be pri-
vately closeted with an hon. member on
financial matters, For his own protec-
tion he ought to refuse to do it. If a
client in the Supreme Court were found
closeied with the judge prior to the claim
being heard, what would he said of such
action? There is nothing in connection
with the public aeccounts whieh I am not
prepared to allow the hon, member to sec
at any moment he desires. The practice
he has introduced, I maintain, is danger-
ous and I was entitled to direet attention
to it.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Not in the man-
ner you did.

Ttem, Increases consequent upon ihe
decisions of the Appeal DBoard dating
from the 1st July, 1911, to the 30th Juna,
1015, £644:

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Will the Pre-
mier explain why these increases have
been provided for the Audit Department
and not for all branches of the service?

The PREMIER: The objeet is to ob-
tain an espression of opinien from Par-
liament as to whether the increases shonld
be paid. The Appeal Board heard the
appeals of certain civil servants, When
the board delivered their decisions, their
vesponsibility ended and the Govern-
ment’s responsibility began. I would not
mind if the matter stopped at the officers
who were suercessful in their appeals, but
we have already been flooded with cor-
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respendence from these who did not ap-
peal on the ground that certain of those
who did appeal now rank senior to them.

Mr, Willmott: You have spoiit the
uniformity of the Aet.

The PREMIER: 1f we accept the
decision of the Beard and pay these in-
creases we shall have to arrange for a
complele reclassification of the whole
service.

Mr, 8. Stubbs: What expenditure
would that mean?

The PREMIER: A fair amount; I
am not in a posilion to say how much, [
have no personal feeling in the matter;
a majority of the officers T do not know,
and T am unaware whether they are
worth an increase. 1 am concerned only
about the prineiple and where it will
land the State it we aceept it withount
quesiton. T have a report from the Pub-
‘liec Service Commissioner, whieh states—

In reply please see my memo. dated
14th December, 1914, herennder and
the schedule attached. 2, It is eclear
from the decisions of the Appeal Board
that their orinion regarding the rates
of pay whielh should prevail in the
Stale service are in disagreement with
the opinion of the Public Service Com-
missioner and his two assistanis. 3,
1 would emphasise that it is a matter
of opinion and as the Appeal Board,
presided over by a judge of the Sup-
reme Court, was bronght into exist-
ence for the purpose of revising the
opinion of the Commissioner and his
assistants I presume its views must ul-
timately prevail. 4, On the 18th Sep-
tember, 1911, in my annual report to
Parliament—made at the time an al-
leration in the personnel of the Appeal
Board was being discussed—I re-
marked fnter alia as follows:—*“The
State, producing at very considerable
expense, a elassification of its officers,
through the agency of a board told oft
to entirely devote itself to, say, twelve
months’ study of the problem, should,
I submit, econsider very carefully be-
fore adopting a system whereby ap-
peals, with final decision, will be per-
mitted 10 be made to a tribunal
having no such complete knowledge as

the Classifieation Board must neces-
sarily have aecquired. IDecisions aie
more likely to hbe obtained under these
circumstances by individual publie
servants, which would leave the classi-
ficatiou as a whole illogieal, and create
a new ecanse of offence amongst those
who do not appeal. No precedenls can
he found in MNustralin or, as far as [
know, elsewhere, whereby a tribunal
distinet from the classifier or eclassi-
Hers hears and adjudieates on appeals
asainst classification. This matter has
been ingunired into by the Under Seecre-
tary for Law. 5. On another oceasion
{15th August, 1913) after ihe Appeal
Board had been altered and the first
bateh of appeals heard, my annual
report 10 Parliament contained the fol- -
lowing remarks:—'Necessily for am-
endment of Act—The simpler and
more expeditious the ultimate system
can be made, provided !the reasonable
requirements of the State and the ser-
vice are not sacrificed, the better. It
is not possible to represent the loss to
the State, pecumiarily and otherwise,
consequent on the presence from time
to time at the conrt of a jarge number
of publie officials from heads of de-
pariments downwards, during the
hearing of the appeals——

Public servants galore were present at
the court.

Mr. Willmott: T worked it out, and
I reckon the cost of that Appeal Board
is in the neighhourhood of £10,000.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
is about right. The Public Service Com-
missioner, quoting from his report of
1913, added—

Without a doubt some appeals
lodged are purely speculative. They
cost the appellants nothing. The State
pays, and whilst not in any way de-
sirous of eommenting upon the Classi-
fication Appeal Board, 1 wounld point
out that the average cost to date is
approximately £30 per day; that the
number of appeals heard is 36; that
the hoard have sat 21% days; that the
average cost of hearing each appeal
has been approximately £18; and that
I consider further legislation is neces-
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sary in the interests of the State, the
service, and the Commissioner, before
a satisfactory solution can be arrived
at in connection with the system of ap-
peal. In this connection the judicial
opinions which have been expressed on
the Public Service Act during the last
few months must be beneficial as dis-
closing where clearer definitions and
amendments are required. The pre-
sent posttion is one which I respeect-
fully suggest should not be allowed to
confinue much longer, It does not con-
duce to either efficient work in the de-
partments, or to the welfare of the
State; it is also extremely costly. A
permanent hoard of three commis-
sioners would be more economical.”
6, A file has reached my hands to-day
from the clerk in charge of records in
the Mines Department, Mr, I¥Arcy,
and I beg you to read at least the open-
ing paragraph of his memo. dated Tth
inst. The opening paragraph I had
better perhaps repeat here. It reads

as follows:—"In view of the anomalies

ereated by the decisions of the Appeal
Board, I have the honaur to apply for
a reclassifiecation of my position. Of
course I had my opporiunity hefore
the board the same as the other ap-
pellants, but it must be admitted that
there was a good deal of luck, good
and bad, in the proceedings inasmuch
as the appeals were decided merely
upon the evidenece put hefore the hoard,
and without any inside knowledge of
the relative values of positions, and
while some officers were fortunate in
that they were able to obtain valuable
witnesses and favourable comparisons,
others, though perhaps more deserving
and really having better grounds for
appeal, were not so favowrably situ-
ated.” 7, This letter was addressed to
the Under Secreiary for Mines, who
forwarded it to the Publie Serviee
Commissioner with a eovering minute
in support, dated 11th inst., whick
reads as follows:—*1 presume you
will take into consideration the ano-
malies created by the decisions of the
Appeal Board, and T submit that the
attached application by Mr. D'Arey is

worthy of every consideration. I ean
see no reason whatever for assigning
a lower classification to the pesition in
this department as compared with the
Crown Law’
The Minister for Mines says that is quile
right, and that Mr, I¥Arey is considered
the hest record clerk in the service. The
Commissioner continued—
8, May I suggest that there is a streak
of humour to be found in the fact that
whilst the Public Service Commissioner
was not deemed suitable to sit on
the Appeal Board, the Appeal Board
having delivered its deeision is now
looked upon as a snitable body to be
over-ruled by the Public Service Com-
missioner. 9, This letter from Mr.
D’Arey affords a practical example of
what we may expect to happen.
It has bappened since in connection with
nearly every department, Mr. IPArcy
merely took the initiative. The Com-
migsioner added—
10, If the whole service were reclas-
sified on the basis of the decisions
given by the Appeal Board a large
addilional vote for salaries would e
the resull. 11, If it is nol reclassified
then many anomalies will exist and
some men will have attained a seniorily
over their fellow olficers which may
have an important bearing on their
future eareer, giving them an advani-
age not only at the present moment so
far as the money is cohcerned, but in
the future as regards promotien.
Hon. J. D. Connolly: Whe ereated
the Appeal Board?

The PREMIER: 1 am ne! dealing
with that roatter now. The hon. mem-
ber’s party in another place, who are
supposed to prevent the passing of hasty
legaslation, agreed to it. The Publie Ser-
viece Commissioner continued—

12, My objections to the deeisions of

the Apreal Board are not of a finan-

cial nature as T realise Parliament has
relieved me of that responsihility by
casting it on the Appeal Board. My
objections lie principally on two
grounds, viz, (a) the destruction of
uniformity of pay. (b) the depriva-
tion of seniority from men who did not
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appeal, 13, I have never been able to
abandon my view that appeals from
individual eivil servants should not be
dealt with without considering their
effect on the rest of the staff. This,
however, the Appeal Board has clearly
done, 14, Unless you had asked for
these remarks I should not have eon-
sidered it seemly to have offered them,
as I realise T am ecriticising a board
from which I bave been removed, and
it is very easy under such ecircum-
stances to be aceused of doing so from
unworthy motives. I bave, however, no
feelings whatever in the matter, be-
cause, as I have said before, the fixing
of a salary for services rendered is a
matter of epinion, but whilst, there-
fore, I do not wish to criticise the
amounts assessed by my superior au-
thority, namely, the Appeal Board, I
am at liberty to point vut how their
decisions affect others who did not
appeal, and { have no hesitation in
saying that many officers have been
deprived of their seniority (an import-
ant asset) by reason of the appeal
board altering slightly the maximum
value of a position, and this does not
seem fair te the officers who did not
appeal.

Mr, S. Stubbs: Did ihe Government
acknowledge the appeal and plaee these
men in the positions the board gave
them?

The PREMIER: We have not done
anything yet. We have taken no acfion
in the matter. In my opinion Mr. D’Arey
has put the position as clearly as it
could be put to be understood, namely,
that the decision of the Appeal Court bas
made it such that if a reclassification
were to take place to-morrow under the
same conditions as exist {o-day every
man in the public service would, for his
own proteclion, be compelled to appear
because the Appeal Court merely takes
into acconnt the value of the evidence
submitted and not the value of the work
performed by the applicant.

Mr. Robinson: Was the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner represented at the
Appeal Court?
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The PREMIER: The Assistant Pub-
lic Service Commissioner was there and
was heard. '

Mr. Robinson: Was he heard in each
instance?

The PREMIER: Yeo, in each instanee.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Did he bring these
matters before the board?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. Willizott: The trouble is that the
commissioners classified the position, but
the court classified the man.

The PREMIER: That is not right.
They may in their decisions have meant
that, and I believe that was the position.
As a matter of faet, under the law they
were not enlitled fo do so. Under the de-
cision arrived at by Parliament in the
Act, they were only entitled to classify
the position. I believe the board were
influenced to some extent in saying that
the amount that a man was getting was
not the amount he should be getting in
view of the fact that he has served 10 or
15 years in the serviece. I believe that
mention was made by the Court as to men
having been so long in the service. They
have not the power of saying that a man
should get £216 a year owing to his hav-
ing been a long time in the service, but
they say that this man’s position is
worth from £216 a year upwards, and
that he should be getting this salary.
The very thing I protested against when
the Aet was before Parliament was that
we had no right to hand over to anybody
the responsibility of fixing the individual
salary of any officer, and T say we have
not thaf right. The whole proeedure in
departments affected by an Arbitration
Act or wages board in any part of the
world is that the men collectively are
performing a certain class of work and
power is given to arrive at a decision af-
feeting the whole of thém from the mini-
mum and maximum point of view. In
this case we leave the Court to decide the
question as to whether the classification
is a fair and reasonable one for the
class of work that the individual is eal-
led upon to do. Mr. D’Arcy says that cer-
tain public officials were able to appear
before the Appeal Board and were also
able to bring before that board excellent
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witnesses, There is one case in this con-
nection, where the permanent head came
along and said that the person who was
appealing ‘‘is entitled to receive some-
thing more because he does most of my
work”—and he got his rise.

Mr. James Gardiner: What about the
permanent head?

The PREMIER: There are altogether
too many anomalies in the service. It is
not so much the individual. Who is go-
ing to decide whether a draughisman as
an individual is weorth a ecertain sum
more than he is actually drawing? I am
prepared to say that the Board may, by
hearing evidence and drawing a contrast
between the work this man is called up-
on to perform and the work performed
by similar men in private firms or com-
panies, and a contract between the sala-
ries paid to each, decide what salary this
person is entitled to draw when em-
ployed in the public service. If this is
going to apply it should apply to the
whole of the draughtsmen, and not te one
individual who brings along evidence to
show that he is doing something which
shonld be done by some one else,

Hon, Frank Wilson: There are lots
of grades.

The PREMIER: There are more now.
The persons who are getting the in-
ereasesare nearly all highly paid officials,
men who are getting from £500 a year to
£800, whereas some poor beggars who
have been working for years on the
lowest rungs and who expected to be put
up in salary—and one could not objeet
to this—are to get nothing, This makes
the position more intolerable than it was
previously, There are 63 officers who had
inereases granted by the Appesal Board,
but this does not cover anything like all
of those who appealed. The inereases
to these 63 officers involve some £4,000
which we bave to pay as from 1911, In
one case a successful appellani only
joined the service immediately preceding
that year.
whieh he accepled, becanse he recognised
that in the circumstances in which he
found himself it was a good salary.
Since that date changes have taken place,
during the last 12 months, and he now

He was offered a salary
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holds a more responsible position. He
has been reclassified and we have to pay
him tbe increase from 1911, These are
some of the difficulties we are faced
with.

Mr. Robinson: Why did not the com-
missioner put that before the Appeal
Board?

The PREMIER: The Appeal Board
was made up largely of public servants,
all of whom were looking for increases.

Mr. WILLMOTT: You appointed that
court yourself.

The PREMIER: We appointed one
member of it, and the service appointed
one.

Mr. Willmott: You appoint the judge.

The PREMIER: The judge is ap-
pointed by the Chief Justice and a jndge
of the Supreme Court is accepted. There
is no objection on that ground.

Mr, Wilimott: How can you go back
on the decisions of that board?

The PREMIER: It is not a matter of
going back, What I am nervous about
is how I am going forward. I am quite
prepared to go back., It means that if
we adopt these decisions we must re-
classify the whole service, If we enjoyed
normal conditions and the finances of the
State wounld permit,I should accept
these without hesitation and have a re-
classification of the service in order to
protect those who did not appeal. The
time, however, is not yet ripe for such
reclassitication.

Mr. S. Stubbs: What do you suggest?

The PREMIER: 1 suggest that the
matter shonld be deferred, and when we
reach normal conditions, if Parliament
is prepared to do so, we will go into the
question of a reclassification to adjust
the anomalies which have been ereated.
It is not fair to pay this money and al-
low these anomalies to continue.

Mr. Robinson: How long would a re-
classification take?

The PREMIER: I thinrk at least 12
months.

Hon, Frank Wilson:
will you be in then?

The PREMIER: We shall then be
able to adjust maiters.

What position
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Hon. Frank Wilson: Anomalies will
still exist.

The PREMIER: Not to the same ex-
tent, The hon. member was responsible
for the appoiniment of the classification
board. It consisted of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, the Under Seeretary
for Mines (Jir, H, 8. King), and a man
from oulside the service was appointed
in the person of Mr. W. W, Aleock,
These three gentlemen went right through
the department, and taking everything
into consideration, I think they made a
wonderful fist of it. They had to re-
classify every office, and every individual
occupier of such oflices, and, as T say,
did wonderfully well, In order to pre-
vent anomalies we shail require in the
near future to make a reclassification of
the service, and to protect the interests of
such men as Mr. D’Arcy and others, and
to place every man on the same footing,
hut we cannot under present eonditions
do this.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Does that mean
putting aside permanently these ap-
peals? )

The PREMIER : No, not permanently;
it is only a question of deferring them.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why defer
them? Why not sqnare up the appeals?

The PREMIER: As soon as we do
that we create all these anomalies.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have ano-
malies now,

The PREMIER: We can allow these
conditions lo remain for the time being.
As soon as we are in a positien to face
these responsibilities—and we have also
other responsihilities to face—we must
arrange for a reclassification and adjust
the anomalies creafed under the appeal.

Mr. Robinson: Would not these men
in the service still have the right of ap-
peal?

The PREMIER: It would be a mat-
ter for Parliament to decide,

Mr. Robinson: Wounld it not be ad-
visable to consider whether you should
not appoint permanent commissioners.
do away with the old appeals, and make
the decisions final?

The PREMIER: That would be a re
classification. T am prepared to say we
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have got to consider the question, but we
cannot consider it now,

Mir. Robinson: Why?

The PREMIER: As far as the Gov-
ernment or myself are concerned, we
have no desire to repudiate our respon-
sibilities. In these times we are not
entitled to pay these increases and create
anomalies, but when things are normal
I believe Parliament can be trusted to
see that these anomalies are adjusted
and that a reeclassifiealion of the service
is made, It is felt in some quarters that
some of the officers who appealed have
heen treated differently from other offi-
cers sinee 1011, and have reeeived no in-
ereases during lhe hearing of their ap-
peals. As a malter of fact, these 63
officers who were suecessful in their ap-
peal have received increases belween
them of £1648 a year. They, therefore,
have not been entirely overlooked.

Mr. Robinson: Are these inereases in-
eluded in the findings .of the board?

The PREMIER: This represents an
inerease per officer of £26 a year. In
the cireumstances, therefore, they have
been freated just the same as the rest of
the service. If is surely not too much to
ask these officers to permit this matter to
be deferred in order that it may be ad-
justed by a  reclassification when we
again meet normal times.

Mr. Willmott: I eannot see how yon
are going to get over the faet that you
are in honour bound to pay these in-
creases in spile of any reclassification
whieh vou bring about at some future
date.

The PREMIER: 1 think, legally, they
can compel ws {o pay.

Mr, Willmott: Any one of these men
ean sue the Government.

The PREMIER: I believe they can
sue for recovery, I am not going to dis-
courage them if they desire to do so.

Mr. Willmoit: You distinetly stated
that the decisions of the court shall be
final.

The PREMIER: That is so. They are
final. We are not seiting them aside. I
am merely asking Parliament to say that
under the conditions prevailing at the
moment we shoutd not give effeet just
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now to these deeisions, but should defer
them, and in the jneantime eonsider, in
order to prevent these anomalies coming
into existence, the question of a reclas-
sification of the whole of the service.
The question is not inerely the £4,000.
The real question is as to the conditions
which will prevail if effert is given to the
recommendations. T am ready to listen 10
any lop. member prepared to tell me how
the recommendations ean be carried into
effect without giving rise to even greater
anomalies than exist at present, In the
circumstances, I consider, the officers
ought to agree to the delay which the
Government have snggested,

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The question
is certainly complicaled, and diffienit to
decide, While recognising that fresh
anomalies will be created if the recor-
mendalions are earried out, vet T cannot
lose sight of the faet that Parliameut
created the Appeal Board.

Mr. Bolton: Some of the officers, on
aecount of the war, withdrew their ap-
peals.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: That does
not affect the recommendations or verdicts
of the board. Is Parliament to refuse io

" pay those verdiets because of some diffi-.

culty which may arise from doing so,
or becanse the effect may be to induee
other civil servants to desire reclassifica-
tion? Let us pay the amounts, and have
another re-classification as soon as prac-
tichle. I would honour the verdict
whether right or wrong.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Parliament
having given public servants the right of
appeal, we must aceept the responsibility.
We should not repudiate the decisions
of the Appeal Board becanse in our
opinion that board has not worked well.

The Premier: I am not repudiating
them. 1 have told you that already.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 1 say, Par-
liament must not repudiate them. Any
Appeal Board’s decisions must neeessar-
ily result in anomalies, becanse one
officer doing a certain class of work ap-
peals, whilst another doing exactly the
same class of work does not appeal.

The Minister for Mines: Personally, T
consider that -a public service board of
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three commissioners would prove the most
satisfactory tribunal.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There is no
use in paying these advances, then having
another reclassification board, and then
an appeal board again, and so on end-
lessly, The suggestion of the Minister
for Mines appears to me to be right. Of
course, no one could tolerate the Publie
Service Commissioner himself forming
the appeal board.

The Minister for Mines: It would not
be fair to ask the Public Service to abide
by the decision of one commissioner with-
out appeal, but three commissjoners would
be fair,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes. Form-
erly the appeal was from the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner to the Public Service
Commissioner, Until the necessary alter-
ation is made in the Public Service Aet,
we shall always come back fo the same
thing. My Ministerial experience leads
me to agree with the leader of the Op-
position that Parliament must honouwr
the verdicts which have been given.

The Minister for Works: But further
anomalies would result. Some officers
withdrew their appeals on aecount of the
stress of the times.

Hon. J, D. CONNOLLY : But I believe
the majority of these appeals were heard
prior to the declaration of war.

Mr. FOLEY: I intend to move a re-
duction of this item. Of course, I do
not for one moment believe thai the Gov-
ernment would repudiate their agreement
to abide by the award of the board. These
Public Service appeals, however, are not
parallel with appeals to the Arbitration
Act. Besides, there is the fact tbat num-
erous public servants withdrew their ap-
peals on account of stress of times; and
those publie servants thus forfeited their
chances of obtaining prades secured by
other officers, who persisted in their ap-
peals. Tf the Appeal Board, whether
ereated by the present or by any other
(Government, proved a failure, I would
admit the fact and get something else in
its place. One important point is that
the qualifications of the man filling the
position at the present time weighed more
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value of the position itself.

Stitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. FOLEY: Before tea, I expressed
the opinion that the Civil Service Ap-
peal Board is entirely difterent from the
proeedure in the Arbitration Court. To
take an illustration with which I am
familiar, In mining, when the Arbitra-
tion Court is adjudieating on any ques-
tton pertaining to mining, the court does
not take into consideration in any way
the man affected, but grades the employ-
meat the man is folowing, whether the
work iz worih more in a drive or shaft
than in an ordinary end, And the court
sets out specifically the raie of wages to
be paid for each kind of work. The
fanlt 1 find with eivil service appeals is
that in almost every instance the men,
and not the position, have heen graded.
Tho appellanis have called witnesses,
sometimes legal gentlemen, to support
their appeal, and almost invariably the
evidence of such outside witnesses has
been, not thai the posilion was worth so
much, but that the officer was worth more
than he was reeeiving. 1 have no wish
to lead the House into believing that 1
am in favour of repudiating anything in
the nature of an arbitration eourt award.
T move—

That the item Le reduced by £600.
Y do that beeause there is a difference
of opinion whether, if the item be de-
leted altopether, the Government would
not be repuodiating the eclaim of these
men. Leaving the amount at f44 will
not make any difference,

Mr. ("Loghlen: Tt will commit the
Government to paying.

Mr., FOLEY: It will not. Supposing
the item were deleted altogether, the
Treasurer could still, if he chose, pay
the item from the Treasurer’s Advance
Aecount. I do not believe the present
Freasnrer would repudiate it.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: Why not leave the
item in, then?

Mr. FOLEY: 1 would suggest to the
Government that during recess they
should formulate a scheme of reelassifi-

[ASSEMBLY.)

cation which Parliament eould discuss
next session, with a view to bringing
ahout a better classifigation than at pre-
sent exists. Hon. members have sug-
gested that a board of three commis-
sioners would be satisfactory. I believe
tbat if there were three commissioners,
whose deeisions were final, the position
would be more satisfactory than the pre-
sent arrangemeni, under which, when an
award on appeal gives something to one
officer, discontenr is created amongst
other officers,

Mr. ROBINSON: If the motion be
carried, it will lie the hands of the Gov-
ernment in their relations wilh the eivil
service, and the position in that direction
is at present safliciently complicated. The
item is quite 2 small oune, and I do not
think the Government’s hands should be
tied. Rightly or wrongly, the law of this
country has piven- civil servants a right
of appeal, and some of them have exer-
cised the privilege; the decisions have
been given, and whether we like those de-
cisions or not, it is the duly of the Gov-
ernment fo honour them. If, after the
money has heen paid, something further
is considered desirable, in order to re-
move the anomalies referred to by the
Premier, the suggestion pnt forward by~
the member for Leconora is a good one—
to appoint three commissioners whose de-
cision shall be final and not subjeci Lo
appeal. 1f there were three commis-
sioners, drawn either from different posi-
tions in the service, or even some of them
from without, they could, if they were in-
dependent men, put the service in such
a state that the Government of the day
would bhave less trouble in respect of
classifieation than they have now.

The Minister for Works: That
done four years ago.

Mr. ROBINSOXN: I would not stop at
having done it four years ago. If the
Government do net pay the extra emolu-
menis awarded to the eivil servants, it
will ereate considerable discontent.

The Minister for Mines: If we do pay
it will ereate diseontent.

Mr. ROBINSON: If, by paying, dis-
content is created angongst other officers,
1 would answer that by regrading and

was
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reclassifying the service by three perma-
nent impartial men, We eannot et away
from the responsibility of an award is-
sued by a tribunal which Parliament jt-
self has set up. There is only one set of
conditions under which I think a civil
servant is not entitled to he paid, that
is when the Governmen{ has not a shot
left in the locker. We have not come {o
Lhat position yet; there are wany items
on these Estimates which might be done
away with hefore we eut down the civil
service,

Mr. TAYLOR: I want to be ceriain
of the position. If (he hon. member
achieves his object to strike out the
amount. that will not relieve the Govern-
ment of their obligalion, The Govern-
ment owe tliese people certain  emoly-
Mments which the eourt decided they
should have. The court was ereated by
the Government, and would like to
know whether it was necessary for the
Government to put that item on this par-
tieuiar parl of the Estimates, or whetler
it could not have been pui somewhere
eise. I think the Government pat i
there for the purpose of permifting the
Commitiee to discuss the position of the
civil service or that of the court which
granted the emoluments. e must res-
bect the decision of that conr(, We ere-
ated it, and gave it full power to reclas-
sify the service, A seetion of the serviee
availett themselves of the opporiunity to
appeal, and in so doing made 1ihem-
selves somewhat objectionable to the sys-
lem of government, and those who did
not avail themselves of the opportunity
of appealing, after the suceass of the ad-
venturers who did appeal, have now in-
undated the Government with requests
for the reclassifieation of their positions.
Anything that this Parliament may do
cannot relieve the Government of their
obligations to meet the Habilities imposed
upon them by the court, whether rightly
or wrongly imposed. If, in our opinion,
the eourt is incapable of handling the ap.
peals. it is our duty to amend the Aect
under which that court was appoinied.
The mere striking out of the item wifl
not relieve the Government of their obli-
Zation,
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Mr. BOLTON: T should bLe sorry to
advocate the repudiation by theGovern-
ment of the decisions of the Appeal
Court. At the same time T am going to
vote for the deletion of the item. T dis-
agree with the member for Canning, who
said that the amount was placed on the
Estimates to adjust anomalies that had
been created by the Appeal Court,

Mr. Robinson: That is what the item
says,

Mr. BOLTON: I rather believe that
the Government placed the item on the
Fstimates so as to give members an op-
portunity of expressing their opinion as
to whether anomalies exist. If they do
exist, the only way to wipe them out is to
have a reclassificalion, The member for
Canning said that only a section of the
service appealed. I would remind him
that many members of the service ap-
pealed and others who appealed with-
drew those appeals when the present
trouble under which we are suffering
made ils appearance. When a member
of the service does not appeal it is natur-
ally coneluded thal he is satisfied with his
position, but the Appeal Court in this in-
stance created anomalies by appointing
to senior positions men who previously
oceupied posts inferior to those held by
members of the service who had no rea-
son to appeal, Had they known whal
the court proposed doing they, too, would
mosl  cerlainly have appealed. I am
speaking with a knowledge of appeal
courts, for some 13 years ago the then
Minister for Railways, the late Mr.
Piesse, decided that the railway employees
should have a elassification, and a court
was appointed to hear the appeals. I had
the honour of being appointed to repre-
sent the men. Mr. Triggs, who now holds
a high official position in New Zealand,
and who was then in the railway service,
was appointed o represent the Govern-
ment, and Mr, Fairbairn was the chair-
man. That -classifieation took over 12
months 1o carry out, although the hear-
ing of the appeals only took one month.

Ar. Taylor: How many men were in-
volved?

Mr. BOLTON: Approximately 630.
The appeals were invited to be sent in by
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a certain day and 97 were received, The
classification which was issued has been
going on for 13 years, and there has
never been one complaint. Every man in
the service, driver, fireman, or cleaner
had his number on that classification list,
and I, although I Lave been out of the
service now for -11 years, oceupied the
position of No. 14 on it. As vacancies
occurred, so the men were moved up in
order of seniority. If the suggestion of
the Premier be carried out, that a reelassi-
fication be made, with one final appeal we
shall have finality. We mnst have fin-
ality. We know that certain members of
the service have won their appeals, and
we know ioo that some. have approached
members of this Chamber. I think one of
them at least is known to most members.
Why should a man who has been in the
service for less than three years, having
siarted in an inferior grade, be classified
to fill a senior position over the heads of
others with many years’ service and a
better record of service to their eredit?
If we expect members of the serviee to
accept classifications of that kind, then
we shall expect something which is against
buman nature. The mere fact that some
won their appeals and others withdrew
their appeals on account of the war, has
led to anomalies being created, and has
given rise to more dissatisfaciion than ever
existed before the appointmeni of the
Appeal Court, There was less dissatis-
faction then than there exists to-day. The
only solution of the whole diffienlty is to
wipe onf the whole thing, and to give a
definite promise that there will be a re-
classification, and that an Appeal Board
will be appointed. TIn that way we shall
get finality.

Mr. Smith: We have had an Appeal
Court properly constituied, and you will
not abide by its decisions; what guarantee
have we that the decisions of any other
will be respected?

Mr. Taylor: Was not what yon suggest
the idea when the existing Appeal Courl
was appointed?

Mr. BOLTON: I think not.

Mr, Taylor: When we appointed that
court it was understood that we were
going to honour its deeisions,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. BOLTOX : The only member I have
heard say that we are going to repudiate
that court’s deeisions is the member for
Mount Margaret.

Mr. Taylor: I am not saying that.

Mr. BOLTON: It is impossible to
adopt a classifieation and then have ap-
peals afterwards, because in that way we
shall never have finality. The better way
is to wipe out the whole thing, allow a
reclassification to take place, and an ap-
peal hoard to be constituted, and then
after the appeals have heen heard, the
classification ean be adopted, Once we
adopt that classificalion every member of
the service will know his position, and
every one who joins in the future will also
know his position, and we shall not exper-
ience the difficulties whiech exist now.

Mr. CARPENTER: The hon. member
has missed the point. To wipe out the
item means repudialion. Parliament
passed an Aect and created an appeal
board, the board granted certain increases,
and Parliament is now being asked to set
aside, or at least, defer, those increases.
The guestion is, would we not be repudia-
ting by deferring? 1t is very near to
repudiation, at all events. For the honour
of Parliament and of the Government, no
matfer how much we may be surprised at
the action of the board, there is only one
honourable thing to do. namely, to carry
out the decisions of the board we have set
up. We ecannot eseape the obligations
the appeal board has ecast upon us.

The PREMIER: It is not suzgested
that we should repudiate our obligation to
pax the increases. We recognise that we
must pav this amount. and we will pay
it, Tt is not the money value of the de-
cisions whieh 1 am worrying abowt. The
£4.000 is nothing.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: What does it re-
present 7

The PREMIER: Back mioney due to
them to, 1 think, the 1st December.

Alr, James Gardiner: Does that include
the whole reelassification?

The PREMIER: No: it includes the
total amount we have to pay in lump sums
to snecessful appellants by way of arrears
from 1911. But if we pay that money
without first aranging with the suecessful
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appellants to allow the other maftters to
remain in abeyance, we will bring about
an impossible state of chaos, The point
is, that the board’s decisions in the aggre-
gaie represent, not £4,000, but perhaps
as much as £40,000; because if I pay 03
officers that £4,000 all the others in the
service, to the number of 630, will be just
as much entitled to increases as are the
suceessful appellants, So the position is
that, while we are prepared to pay
the £4,000 back money, yet in order
to prevent anomalies arising we say
that the other matters should be
allowed to remain in abeyance, in
return for which we will undertake to
consider the question of amending the
Public Service Act and bringing about a
new and final reelassifieation. Before such
reclassification can be adopted it is essen-
tial that officers should make their ap-
peals. Only by these means can anom-
alies be obviated.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Did not all the
officers have the same opportunity of ap-
pealing?

‘The PREMIER: Yes; but some of
them, recognising the difficulties con-
fronting the State, declined to appeal,
and I am certainly not going to allow
those officers to suffer by their patriotic
aetion,

Mr. Willmott: Does the Premier mean
that if a new reclassification is made it
will he final?

The PREMIER: I say that before any
such reclassification is finally adopted, all
the appeals should be heard and disposed
of,

Mr. Willmoit: But the reclassification
must he amended from time to time.

The PREMIER: Of course. For in-
stance, we epuld so alter the duties of an
officer as to call for a reclassifieation of
his post. Under normal conditions we
would adjust the existing anomalies, but,
as things are, the better way will he lo
let our obligations end at the amount in-
volved in the board’s decisions, We can-
not undertake a reclassification at this
stage, at least not if we are to have any
rezard for economy. e will meet the
£4.000 obligation, but we are not going lo
commit ourselves to anything further, We
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must pay the £4,000, but we must also
prevent anomalies from arising until we
can readjust these matters and bring
about a reclassification in a proper man-
ner instead of baving to provide some-
thing like £40,000 forthwith,

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. . Lo 22
Noes . .. ..o 17
Majogity for 5
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullaoy
Mr. Boltow Mr. Munsle
Mr. Collier Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Faley Mp, Scaddan
Mr. Jas. Gardlner Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr, Grifiiths Mr. Underwood
Mr, Harrison Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr, Wansbrough
Mr. Johnson Mr, Willmott
Mr. Johnsinn ! Mr. A, A Whsan
Mr, McDowall Mr. Heltmann
i (Teller).
Noxsg,
Mi. Alien Mr. Roblnson
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Bmith
Mr. Connoliy Mr. S. Btubbs
Mr, Cupninghan. Mr, Taylor
3r. Hardwick Mr, Taomson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Veryard
Mr. Lefroy Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Nairn Mr. Male
Mr. Please (Teller).

Amendment thus passed.

The PREMIER: I wich members fairly
to understand the atlitude the Govern-
ment propose to adopt. The effect of the
amendment, [ lake it, is that Parliament
considers the amount involved in the de-
cigion of the board should be paid. We
undertake to pay that sum this year,

Hon., Frank Wilson: Right away?

The PREMIER: Yes, the total
amount involved to date so far as cash
is concerned, but we are not prepared
to eonsider the anomalies which exist by
recognising the matters of seniority, ete.
If the total vote had been passed, I
should have econsidered it necessary to
adjust all the anomalies consequent on
the appeals. Under the cireumstances T
am prepared to pay the £1,000 involved,
but the other anomalies will have to
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stand over until the reclassification of

the service is carried out.

Hon, Frank Wilson: If I had known
that T would have voted with you.

The Attorney General: The Premier
has been telling you that all night.

Vote (as reduced to £9,250) put and
passed.

Vote—Compasstonale allowances, etc.,
£1,662—agreed to.

Vote—Government®Motor Car Service,
£2,042¢

Jtem, Wages and overtime, £900:

Mr, ROBINSON: If the whole of the
items relating to motor cars appeared in
this division, and amounied to only a
couple of thousand pounds, I would not
perhaps raise any query, bnt right
through the Estimates, motor cars are
buried in the débris of incidentals and
other expenses.

Hen. R, H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister}: They are using motor cars
on sheep stations now.

Mr. ROBINSON: I would like to
know how many motor ears the Govern-
ment possess, how many branches of the
service are supplied with motor ears,
how many meofor ears are available for
Ministerial vse, what is the meaning of
the item, ‘‘wages and overtime,’’ what
wages and overtime are paid, and is over
time being paid at present?

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
must deal with one item at a time,

Mr. ROBINSON: The first item will
he sufficient.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
ean speak generally on every department
but not on every division.

. Mr. ROBINSON: This division has
grown so much that T thought it was a
department.

Hon. R. H. Underwood
Minister): The division
erease of £1,700.

Mr. ROBINSON : Apparently a little
less is to bhe expended in wages and over-
time.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: That is only &n
estimate,

(Honorary
shows a de-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. ROBINSON: The Auditor Gen-
eral, on page 66 of the second part of
his report, stated—

ltem 2, for ‘‘General working ex-
penses’’ under the sabdivision on the
Estimates for ‘‘Government motor
cars’’ has been charged with the cost
of hiring cars. It is stated that it is
intended to amend ihe Estimates for
the current vear so as to make pro-
vision for this class of expenditure.
The revenue derived from the Govern-
ment motor ear division of the service
is at the expense of other votes, the
practice being to recharge the votes of
departments which use the Govern-
ment ears and treat the amount as re-
venue, Although a separate division
appears for ‘‘Government Motor
Cars’? on the Estimates this heading
does not provide for all those nsed for
State purposes, Some departments
charge their own votes direet, both
with purehases and running expenses.

This bears out my remark that right
through the Estimates items appear for
motor cars, accessories, hire, and so om.
I would like a ecomprehensive statement
of what the motor car service costs the
Government.

Hon, R. H Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Is notb it useful?

Mr. ROBTNSON: Yes. but that is no
Teason why my questions should not bhe
answered. The answers might be most
satisfactory.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
astounded because the Crovernment, hav-
ing inspectors of all descriptions travel-
ling from the North-West almost to Es-
perance, doing all sorts of Government
business and never in one town on two
conseeutive nights are using mofor cars
Probably he would prefer that we should
use horses, even at the present price of
fodder. Tt suits the hon, member's busi-
ness very well to have s motor car. His
business is nothing in comparison to the
business of the Government.

Mr, Robinson: I do not objeet to your
having motor cars.

The PREMIER: We use the motor
cars for the puorpose of Government
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business, but the cars controlled by the
Government service are not all provided
for under this vote. The cars provided
for here are nol specially retained for
any particnlar purpose. Those provided
for the varipus departments are pur-
chased and maintained for the use of the
officials of those departments. There are,
for instance, the inspectors in the Water
Supply Department, the Agrieultural
Department, the Lands and the Police
Departments,

Mr. Robinson: What are the cars in-
cluded in this vote?

The PREMIER: Where officers are
on specific work and are travelling for
the purpose of carrying out their duties,
they are provided with a motor car.
Those officers whe are not travelling
regularly. suech as the Fruit Commis-
sioner, the Commissioner for the South
West, the inspectors of the Public
Works Department, our engineers, the
inspectors of the Education Department
and the Charities Departmeni, who are
established in the City, ean get a mofor
ear when necessary from the garage es-
tablished under the Works Department.
This means efficiency, and a saving of
time and money. Exception has been
taken to Ministers using motor cars for
the fransaction of the country’s business.

Ar, Robinson: Yot at all.

The PREMIER: At all events, fthis
appears to rankle in the minds of some
hon, members. 1 do not mind what the
public bave to say in the matter, for
whilst T am holding my present position,
one whieh requires more control than|
any other business in the State, I think
T am entitled to the use of a motor car
for the transaction of that business, and
that olher Ministers are also entitled to
the use of one. We have now four men
engaged in the Government garage; one
of them being employed particularly to
earry out repairs which are of a nature
that wonld not eause the detention of the
car for any long period. The wages and
overtime were for serviees rendered be-
fore the war. Under existing eonditions
we do not pay any definite overtime out
of the public funds, and yet no com-
plaints are made from the men with
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regard to the treatment they receive. The
matter raised by the Auditor General is
a small one, afier all. There are occa-
sions when it is essential that the Gov-
ernment should hire a motor car. If a
Minister is suddenly ecalled upon lo
transact some poblic business, which
requires to be done bhurriedly and a
Governmen{ car is not available, it pays
the eounlry to provide a car for this
purpose. We have now provided a
speeial vole for motor ear hiring when
a Government car is not available, and
I do not think there is much to complain
about.

Mr. Robinson: This item under gen-
eral expenses, £1,970, 15 a big amount.
How is it made up?

The PREMIER : It is made up in the
npkeep of the cars as well as the run-
ning of them.

Mr. Robinson: Is that the upkeep of
all the ears?

The PREMIER : All the cars that are
stabled in the Government garage, and
there are four of these

Mr. Robinsun: The expenses surely
do not amount to £300 a car.

The PREMIER: It ineludes the hire
of additional ears, if necessary; also
repairs not only te these ears but to
departmental cars stabled in the garage.
the cost of upkeep of the two depart-
mental cars stabled in the garage; and
generally all costs against the operations
of these four cars. The expenditure is
carefully watched and we have an officer
of the Treasury to see that the accounts
are kept ecorreetly. The expenses are

kept down within  reasonable limits,
taking inio account tbe Government
husiness.

Mr. Robinson: I see that at the end
of the schedule you take credit for the
amount charged to other departments,
namely £1,800.

The PREMIER: This is the amount
recovered from other departments for
Government running of cars housed in
the Government garage. This £1,800 is
earned by the four men employed there
by running cars for other departments,
and those earnings wiil probably be ex-
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ceeded. The £3,900 also ipelndes the
purchase of a car.

Xr. Smith: Would not a less ex-
pensive car do%

The PREMIER: Any old thing
would be good enough for the Govern-
ment, of course, 1 do not know whether
a less exjensive car would, in the Jong
run, prove any less expensive. Our
cars working for "the Government, out-
side Ministerial running, earned £1,800.
If cars were hirel privaiely for the use
of departments they would cost very much
more thban if the Government cars were
used. There is no ear specially told off
to any particular Afinister.  The only
difference belween the present Govern-
ment and their predecessors was this——

Mr. Rohinson: That they only had
onhe car,

The PREMIER: That is not correct.

Mr, Hobinson: That is what they tell
me. -
The PREMIER: The hon. member is
a young Liberal; he is only learning.

Mr. Robinson: They tell me they only
had one car, and a bad one af that.

The PREMIER: They had two cars
which were for Ministers’ own use and
not for derarimental running at all.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There was a
ear which would not negotiate the hill up
to Parliament House.

The PREMIER: That was the sori
of car the Liberal Government bought.
That is accepting the advice of the hon.
member for North Perth.

2r. Robinson:
was exaetly of the same make as one
used by the Premier, and that the reason
for its being out of order was that it
turned upside down on one oceasion,

The PREMIER: TUnder the previous
Adminstration the expenditure on motor
cars was covered up and did not appear
on the Estimates, althongh two Ministers
had two cars kept specially for their re-
quirements.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are wrong.

The PREMIER: The Ainister for
Works had a car and the Premier had a
car, for their own use, and there was no
departmental running at that time.

I understand the car

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. Frank Wilson: The cars were
vsed by officers of departments.

The PREMIER: TUnder ihe present
system every ear mileage is shown.
There are days in the week when all our
ears are kept going at {heir hardest on
departmental runuing and they are do-
ing hetter work than they have ever done
previously. The exjenditure connacted
with Governmenmt ears and the work they
| erform are o) ea o the public view. If
1 feel dis; oved 1o take a yun out in a car
tor half an hour, tu get a littie tresh air,
as a break from my oflice work, I pro-
pose to do it. Tt is not asking too much
to request the puhblic to provide these
faeilities lo eualle me lo earry ont my
[ ublic ditties. Wih regard to the earn-
ings from departmental running, 1 do
not think the £1,990 covers all the cosis.
Detention fees are not charged in respect
of the Government cars. 1 contend we
have effected great economies in intro-
ducing the use of cars for highly-paid
officials,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 am not satis-
fied with the PPremier’s explanation. The
hon. gentleman is absolutely wrong in
stating that the Liberal Government kept
Iwo special cars for the exclusive use of
two Ministers. The members of this
Commiitec are entitled fo protest against
an item of this size at such a time of
stress, when wages inen are being cut
down, Does the Premier’s reference to
overiime of the chauffenrs mean that offi-
cials are carted about after hours? The
item jtself means that each of the Minis-
ters is costing the country £600 per an-
num for a motor ear. The Premier should
give the information asked for, and give
it clearly. In any case, the econntry has
not now money to burn, The item mnst
include a good deal of overtime. When
is that overtime earned?

The Premier: No overtime is being
paid at present.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
statements of the member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitchell) must not go uncon-
tradicted. more especially his assertion
that each of the Ministers costs the
country £600 per annum for a motor car.
Not even the Pemier's motor is kept
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exclusively for the leader of the Govern-
ment. Ministerial ears are frequently
used by public servants. I may mention
especially the Fruit Industries Commis-
sioner and the Agrieultural (‘ommissioner
for the South-West. who are facilitated
in the delivery of lectures in the country
thanks to the usé of these ears. When
the present Government took office, there
was a special ear for the former Premier
and another special car for the former
* Minister for Works. 'The present Pre-
mier altered the system so as to render
the cars available for Lhe use of officials,
instead of cars being hired for them.
The cost of that car hire was covered up
in the accounts. Again, under the pre-
vious Administration, motor cars were
frequently hired for distinguished visi-
tors. The statements of the member for
Wortham are made for a political pur-
pose, and in the knowledge that they are
incorreet.

Mr, ALLEN: It is all very well for
the Premier and the Minister for Works
to try to throw dust in tbe eyes of the
Committee; but we can effect a saving in
this item, and we ought to do it. One
cannot walk about the City without the
risk of being run down at every street
corner by a Minisier in a motor car. On
this, as on previous oceasions, Ministers
are not prepared to aceept suggestions
for eeonomy whicl afiect themselves.

Item, Purchase of ear and accessories,
inelading freight, insurance, ete., £935:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Regarding this
itam, I wish to point out that this car
was landed here some time in September
or October last, when the Premier knew
that the couniry was not in a position
to buy vew motor ears. In any case, why
does not the Premier buy a Ford car for
City work, instead of such an expensive
car as this?

The Minister for Lands:
intended for eountry work,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We are only
doing our duty in protesting against un-
warranted expenditure of this king,

The PREMIER : I suppose one should
not expect the member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitchell) to know that one
buys a motor to arrive—that cars are not

This car is
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sent out on spec. This particular ear
was purchased in June, prior to the de-
claration of war.

Hon. J. Mitehell: 1t was not needed,

anvhow,
The PREMIER: The car was and is
needed. Besides, I could not go hack on

my legal obligation,
Vote put and passed.
Vote—Government
£24,048
ltem, Commissions payable to agents,
ete., £3,000:

Mr. FOLEY: Did I anderstand from
the Premier, when the hon, gentleman
was speaking generally on the Estimates,
that it is his intention to do away with
agencies held by the Associated Banks?

The PREMIER: I have asked the
manager of our Savings Bank to abolish
those agencies. Tnguiry has led me to
conelude that our Savings Bank agencies
would be hetter earried on by firms other
than private banks.

Mr. FOLEY: I am glad o bave that
mformation from the Premier. I know
for a fact that some chartered banks hold-
ing the Government agency harassed the
depositors with the object of getting then
to transfer their business from the Sav-
ings Bank to the chartered bank. If com-
plaint is made it is only a matter of one
of their officials denving the charge.
Banks doing the State business should at-
tend to that business alone, and not tout
for the Savings Bank business, My in-
formant in this matter is prepared to sub-
stantiate what he has said and I hope that,
in the event of a substantiated case being
brought to the Premier's notice, the ehar-
lered bank shown to have attempted to
met the business of the State bank will
not be allowed to handle the Savings Bank
business longer.

Hon, J. MITCHELL:: 1 doubt whether
the statement made that private banks
doing the State Savings Bank business
have made an effort to capture that
business c¢an be substantiated. The
secrecy with which banking business is
done is well known. Some members are
too fond of making complaints against
the private banks.

Savings  Bank,
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Mr. FOLEY: On the goldfields every
man werking In a mine is regarded by
certain officials of the State, for instance
the oflieials of the Police Depariment,
practically as a criminal. If a working
miner does prospecting off shift and sam-
ples his stuff at home, the mere sound
of a pestle and mortar at his place is con-
sidered evidence sufficient to justify the
police in that disiriet in questioning him
on suspicion of having gold illegally in
his possession. [PPossibly the next move
the police might (ake would be to go to
the banks and find out how much money
such a man has in the bank. My point
is that a chartered bank eonducting the
State Savings bank business may not ex-
ercise that seerecy which should be exer-
cised in a Savings Bank,

Vole put and passed.

Vote—Government Stores,
agreed to.

Vote—Indenting Office, £3,926:

The CHAIRMAN: This is an item,
not a vote, the expenditure being charge-
able to the various depariments,

Vole put and passed.

Vote—Literary and Scientific Grants,
£10,950 -

Item, The Publiec Library of Western
Australia, £3,000:

Mr. POLEY: As a member represent-
ing other than a metropolitan seat, I wish
to enter an emphatic protest against so
mueh money being spent in this direction
in the metropolitan area, when it is re-
membered that libraries outside the met-
ropolitan area have had their subsidies
ent down te diminishing point.

The Premier: We have reduced the
grant this year.

Mr. FOLEY: I know; but the subsidy
to the library in my own district has been
reduced altogether.

The Premier: Perhaps it all weni m
salary.

Mr. FOLEY: The only salary paid in
connection with the library at Leonora
was 10s, per week {0 a young lady for
looking after the library in the evening; a
commitiee of ithe subseribers did that
work in the other hours of the day. There
is too much cutting down of libraries in
the out-back centres, I am aware that

£11,445—
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on the next item a sum of £200 is pro-
vided for a travelling library. but very
often the expense to out-back centres is
{co great te permit of their availing
themselves of that provision.

Mr. ROBINSON: The Public Library
of Westein Ausiralia is not a publie lib-
rary for 1%erih; it is a national library for
the whole Stale. It is a storehouse of
knowledge at which the ypeople from any
part of ihe State may get information
which eannot be goi anywhere else in
Western Australia. I protest against the
cutting down of such items as the publie
library. [ do not think we have reached
such a slage in our exchequer when it
should be necessary to pare down insti-
tulions which have taken years to build
up. We were told just now by the Treas-
urer in connection with another matter
that £4,000 on a certain item was neither
here nor there. In connection with insti-
totions like this the striking off of a few
hundred pounds is liable to do damage
in one year whieh eannot be repaired in
several years. This is not a rich man’s
library, but a poor man’s, where those
who have not books of reference of their
own can obtain information on almost
every subjeet under the sun.

The PREMIER: With reference to the
remarks of the hon. member for Leonora
{Mr. Foley), 1 admit that we should en-
courage outside libraries, but as Treas-
urer I had to look around for means for
reducing expenditure. Under existing
eonditions, when many people are requir-
ing food, T think we may well reduce ex-
renditure on such institutions as libraries.
So far as the Perth Public Library is
concerned, I admit the redunetion of £500
is fairly substantial, but I think it is
reasonable that we should find means of
economising on institutions of this char-
acter, I would point out that the country
libraries have suffered a reduction to the
extent of £785, which is more than half
last year’s vote. 1 understand that the
publie library has someihing in the nature
of an overdraft, while from balance sheels
of the country institutes I find many of
them have sufficient cash to earry them
over the next 12 months. I wanted to en-
courage that spirit of thrift, The library
in Perth is a national institution.
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Mr, Foley: Whut about the out-back
libraries?

The PREMIER: It would be inad-
visable to cut down the pational library
vote to an extent which wonld preclude
them from making necessary additions
fo the institution. There is no desire to
unduly penalise it to the extent of mak-
ing the loss irreparable. Of course we
could not reduce the subsidies to roads
boards and municipalities and allow the
grants to libraries to remain intact; they
too had to suffer some reduction. The
trustees of the library drew my atten-
tion to the faet that they were not aware
uniil half the year had expired, that it
was intended to reduce their vote, and
consequently they had entered into ecer-
tain obligations which they were bound
to honour. I informed them that if the
amount which appears on the Estimates
is exceeded, T will endeavour to assist
them,

Item, Law Library, £100:

Mr. ROBINSON: The amount in the
previous year was £150. Will the Pre-
tier state whether this is solely for the
purchase of books?

The Premier: There is no question of
salaries in this. |

Mr. ROBINSON: The library of the
Supreme Court is mainly used by the
courts in contested cases. A number of
reports and continuous volumes appear
from year to year and £150 for the pur-
chase of these in the past has been little
enough. At the present time a great deal
of new matter in connection with the
war is making its appearance and many
new books will also have to be purchased
so that the amount might have been left
unaliered. Perhaps there is a further
sum provided in the Attorney General’s
Estimates.

The Premier: There is £100 for law
books for the Crown Law Department.

Mr. ROBINSON: That is a different
thing.

The Premier: Why do you pot buy
your own books?

Mr. ROBINSON: We all do. The
judges, however, require these books for
their library.
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Ttem, Western Austiralian Museam
and Art Callery, £3,300:

Hon. J. D. CONNQLLY: Perhaps it
would be possible to effeet further econo-
mies here and the amount so saved
might be expended in conneection with
the Publie Library.

The Minister for Mines: I agree with
you that we should not maintain two
museums, one across the line and the
second at the other end of this bunilding.

Mr. Robinson : Is the hon. member
in order in referring to another place as
a museum ?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
is not in order; the remark was dis-
orderly and must be withdrawn,

The Minister for Mines: If I was dis-
orderly in making that observation, I
willingly withdraw and apologise o the
museum,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
mast withdraw unreservedly.
The Minister for Mines:

aareservedly.

Hon. J. D. CONNQLLY :* There can-
not be any objection to a further redue-
tion in this vote provided it doeg not
interfere too much with the institution.
The library could then be assisted ta a
further extent.

The PREMIER: A board of trustees
controls the museum and the method of
effecting economies is their eoncern.

Mr. Robinson: What do they do with
the money?

The PREMIER: That is a guestion
that is often asked. I am not in & posi-
lion to say. As a maiter of fact, they
asked me to provide an increased amount
this year and the director wrote to the
trustees pointing out that in 1898 the
wusenm received £5,000 and that since
then the institution has heen enlarged and
it is open to the public for longer periods.
The posifion is that the public will
have to fall into line and visit the
muaseum during specified lhours if the
trustees cannot make ends meet.

T withdraw

Mr. Robinson: Have any new par-
chases heen made?
The PREMIER: 1 do not know

whether they have lately added any
Woodwardis or Hackettis.
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Item, Mechanics’ Institutes, Working
Men’s Associations, Art Societies, etc.,
£750:

Mr. TAYLOR: While the Premier
has reduced the library vote by one-
seventh, he has reduced the total vote
for the back-country institutions by move
than one-half, It is unfair te use the
pruning knife to such an extent on the
peoj le of the back eountry whose faeilities
are so limited as compared with those
of the people of Perth. In small towns
the libraries are the only places where
the people ean read books and news-
papers. This will practically close up
8 lot of those librarvies. I desire to enter
my protest against the reduction.

Item, Acelimatisation of fish, bivds, and

animals, £100:

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: { am sorry lo see n
50 per ecenf, reduetion in this item, The
society has been doing beneficial work,
breeding fish in the rivers and liberating
imported game in the bush.

The Premier: Until it is now necessary
to go round and shoot the game; the deer
for instance.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: What most strikes
a visitor to Western Australia is the mon-
otonous silence of the bush.

Mr. Foley: Deer do not kick up much
row.

The Minister for Mines: It is the weird
silence that attracis.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The society has
done much to break the monotony of the
bush, and to stoek the rivers with fish, Tf
the settler ean get his food requirements
from the rivers and the bush half his
{roubles disappear, I hope that when the
revenue improves the item will be rein-
stated.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I sopport the hon.
meraber. In the far South we have many
beautiful brooks snitable for trout.

Mr., Smith: What about red herrings?

Mr. WILLMOTT: We get them in {he
Sunday newspaper. The Tourist Depart-
ment endeavour to induce peopie to visit
the South-West, If we had trout fishing
many more people would spend their holi-
days down there. T hope the ifem will
he increased next year.
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The PREMIER: 1 do uot entirely
agree that our bush should be stocked
with zame and our rivers with fish. Most
of these importations become a pest in
ihe end. 1In some centres the farmers are
already complaining bitterly about the
deer, while if we fill our pools with fish
the Rallway Department cries ount that
the result is to render the water unfi¢ for
loco boilers, Most of the birds, too, be-
come a pest if too closely protected. In
the circumsiances | think we are doing 2l
that ean be expected.

Vote—put and passed,

Vote——London Agency, £6,875:

Item, Ineidental, including postage, sta-
tionery, travelling, vent, fuel, ete., £1,700:

Mr. ALLEN: I understand there has
been some increase in rent. Will the
Premier explain?

The PREMIER: The rent item has
been inereased owing to the oceupation of
Savoy House, but part of the premises is
let, for which we receive £400, the net
result being a saving.

Ttem, Purchase of a motor ear, £710:

Mr. ALLEN: Has that car been actu-
ally purchased? '

The Premier: Yes.

Mr, ALLEN: Then, as in respect io
so many items, it is not of much use
objecting.

The Premier: You can enter & protest.
What is yonr objection?

Mr. ALLEN: It is unnecessary expen-
diture, Up to the present the Agent Gen-
eral has done without a ear.

Hon. H. B. Lefroy: When J was Agent
General T had to buy my own carriage.

Mr. ALLEN: I suppose it will eost an-
other couple of bundred to run the car.
Surely we conld have economised here.

The PREMLER : The car was purchased
long before the present conditions arcse.
{t will show a considerable saving, Our
London ageney does & tremendous amount
of indenting for the Government depart-
ments, and we have inspecting engineers
running abont all over the place. Their
transportation has been a costly business,
and will be much cheaper per motor car.
Moreover, 1he Agent General is entitled to
this neeessary convenienee,
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Mr, Foley: Anyhow, Kessell will waut
it.

Mr. ROBINSON: Does it mean that
the necessary accompaniments will follow
the car; that there will be a chaffenr and
a garage? And is the ehauffeur to be paid
the same wage as the Government chaunf-
fenrs in Perth get, namely £2257%

The Premier; That is not correct.

Mr. ROBINSON: Is it intended to in-
stal a garage, with chauffeur and neces-
sary equipment?

The Premier: No. Arrangements have
been made for the ear 1o be zaraged?

Mr. ROBINSON: But we pay for it?

The Premier: Certainly.

Mr. ROBINSON : That is all I wanted
to know. )

ltem, Expenses incurred by the Ageni
General in entertaining, £300:

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The expenses are
increasmng in several directions.  While
there should be no reasonzble objection
to allowing the Agent General sufficient
to meet all requirements, his time pro-
bably will not now be so fully oceupied
as in the rast, His functions are to ar.
range loans, entertain, and deal with the
malter of emigration to the State. As
regards emigration, there will probably be
little to do for some years. Does the Pre-
mier think the expenditure is justified,
seeing that the Agent General’s duties
have apparently diminished ?

The PREMIER: We recognise that
fact, and the vote has been reduced by
£200. It was intended to provide £300,
but we thought that under existing con-
ditions £300 should suffice. It would be
anfair to ask anyone to take up this re-
sponsible position in London and enter-
tain Western Australian eitizens largely
out of his own private purse. The Agent
CGeneral is not paid a lump sum, but
draws on the amount by voucher.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Has the work fallen
oft 9

The PREMIER : Yes, to some extent as
regards emigration.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: And as regards loans.

The PREMIER: No, the position is
more difficult, as intricate questions of
finance are now arising. The Agent
Ceneral is a Lieutenant Colonel attached
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to the Australian military forces, and is
rendering service in regard to treops ar-
riving in England. He is busier now than
betore, and this vote is to assist him to
suitably carry out his duties of entertain-
ing.

Mr. ROBINSON: 1 support the re-
marks of the Premier. When in London
the year hefore last, 1 observed the large
amount of expenditure wheh the Agent
Gieneral was ealled vpon 1o make to en-
tertain West Australians, This expense
should not eome out of his own pocket.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Iloes he enteriain
every West Auslralian who goes to Lon-
don? .

dfy. ROBINSOXN: No, but every Wesi
Australian who poes there asks to see
him and a great many of them are enter-
lained by him.

Aiv. Foley: A lot of them would net
get past Kessell now, .

Mr. ROBINSON: When the Premier
was in London it was essential that he
should meet many people with whom
business is done. T atfended a luncheon
given lo the Premier by Sir Newton
Moore, and of over 100 people present,
hot one was there who could reasonably
have been exeleded. It is good for the
Stale to have a represenlative in the heart
of the Empire who knows these people
and ean infroduce our public men to them.
If the item had been larger, I would have
supported it.

Vote put and passed,

Vates— Public Service
£2,291;  Refunds,
£12,918—agreed to,

Vote—TWarkers' Homes Board, £5,175:

Item, Rent, £200:

Mr. ROBINSON: Under this item
there is a reference to a motor-car, but
no amount is shown. Does this mean that
nothing is being spent this year on a
motor car?

The CHAIRMAN: That
year’s vote.

Mr. ROBINSON: Was thal item for
the purchase or upkeep of a car?

The Premier: It was for a car par-
chased for the engineer in the North-
West. It was transferred to the Work-

Commissioner,
£1,300;  Taration,

was last
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ers’ Homes Board, and they had to buy
it

Vote put and passed.

Vote— Miscellaneous Services, £44, 914:

liem, Rescue and Prison Gate Work,
£300:

Hon. J, D. CONNOLLY: I protest
against the reduction of this item by,
£100. Not by such reductions will any
real saving be effecled. 1 protest meore
particularly beeanse a half of the finan-
cial year has passed. Does not the Pre-
mier’s remark regarding the Public Lib-
rary apply to societies like the Salvation
Army, the Home of the Good Shepherd,
and olhers carrying on this elass of
work?

The Premier: There are only two and
they will now receive £i150 each. They
employ those they take from the prisom.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : They have to
keep them,

The Premier: They employ them, too.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: If they do,
these people are a souree of expense and
nof profit. Those engaged in rescue work
meet prisoners on their discharge and en-
deavour to induce them to go to one of
these institutions while work is found or
other arrangements are made for them.
They also attend the police eourts and
take charge of people who would other-
wise be sent to prison. If this work is
relaxed the country will be put to greater
expense. These societies should be en-
eouraged in their humane work. The
Premier shovld reeonsider the matier.

The PREMIER: 1 appreciate the
work of these insfitutions, but under ex-
isting eonditions they cannet expect the
finanecial assistance they have received in
the past. I have been officially informed
that one of these institutions reeeived 19
inmales from the police court and gaol
last year and was paid a subsidy of £200,
egual Lo £10 per head per inmate. That
would be a fairly good start for these
persons, I do not think we have treated
them as shabbily as the hon. member
makes ouwt. It has heen regrettable that
it has been necessary f{c reduce the
amouni, but I have made the reduction as
light as possible. Perhaps these institu-
tions will be able to eall upon those who
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have assisied them in the past to help
them a little more than they have al-
ready done.

ltem, Kxhibitions, Java, A.N.A., Mel-
bourne, £300:

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Is it ibe intention
of the Government to continue these ex-
hibitions outside the State 2 We have
beard of gentlemen going to Java with
the objeet of pushing the four trade of
Western Australia, but I do not know
that any report has yet been submitted,
or whether any trade has been developed
with this Eastern country as a result of
this visit.

The PREMIER: T have reccived a re-
port, which is of an extensive nafure.
This has been money well spent. The
pushing of the flour trade is of some
value to Western Australia. The more
wheat we can grist here for the purpose
of exporting flour the more bran and pol-
lard shall we have in the State. Good
work has been done in the direction of
these exhibits and a good number of
prizes has been secured by Wesiern Aus-
tralian exhibitors.

Item, Fire Brigades Board Contribu-
tion, £7,500:

Mr., MUNSIE: This item has been re-
duced by £125, T rise to protest against
the system of Fire Brigades boards alto-
gether, and against this amount of money
being paid by the Govermment in any
shape or form. So far as country dis-
tricts are concerned, this amount is
purely a grant to insurance companies.
The Fire Brigades Aet was supposed to
protect the publie, but in every instance
it has worked detrimentally to them. I
hope in the near fulure to see the Act re-
pealed altogether and the same system
adopted as is in vogue n Victoria to-
day.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
vannot deal with the guestion of legisla-
tion.

Mr. MUXSIE: [ merely desire to enter
a protest against the system adopted in
this State and the expenditure of this
money.

The Premier: This is provided for by
Act of Parliament,
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Mr. MUNSIE : Could I not move to re-
duce the item by £500 in order
to get an expression of opinion
from hon. members upon the sub-
jeet ¥ I realise that the grant will
iave to be paid irrespective of whether
the ifem is reduced or not. 1 think if
the amount was reduced the Government
would look round at the earliest oppor-
tunity to find some means of altering the
present system.

The PREMIER: The proper method
that should be adopted by the hon. mem-
ber would be for him to table a motion

rthat in the opinion of this House it is de- .

sirable that the present Aet governing
Fire Brigades boards shonld be amended.
If this item was redunced it wounld not
affect the position because this matter is
governed by Aet of Parliament. It is
hardly right that hon, members should be
asked to express an opinion on an Act
of Parliament when the Estmates are be-
ing passed.

The CHAIRMAN: I have already
called the hon. member to order.

The PREMIER: 1 would propose to
the hon. member that he should follow
ont my suggestion so that the whole
question of fire brigades boards could
then bhe discussed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1t
is of course useless to move for a reduc-
tion of this item. The administration of
the Fire Brigades Act has given a good
deal of dissatisfaction. Before the es-
tablishment of the Fire Brigades Board
we had in the State a very excellent vol-
unteer system, the men working under
which &id good work. This Board has,
however, endeavoured wherever possible
to eut down the velunteer system. A de-
finite statement was made that if the
Board had borrowing powers it wonld
mean the bringing about of a reduction
in their annual expenses. Instead of that
being the ease, the annual expenses have
remained about the.same, or rather, they
may be said to bave increased. Some of
my constitnents have complained very
strongly against the cutting down of the
volunteer brigade at Cottesloe, which is
left practically without any fire protec-
tion at all. I am a great believer in the

[54]
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volunteer system. When the Bill was
before the House I raised the question
that the loecal authorities throughout the
State had not fair representation on the
Board. Possibly, now that the matter
has been drawn attention to, the Govern-
ment representatives on the Fire Brig-
ades Board may be able to bring before
them the disapproval whbich bas been ex-
pressed in this Committee. The Board
are inereasing their expenses by having
permanent men instead of volunteers.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: What is the
total estimate for this Fire Brigade
Board?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
is £7,500 here; that is two-eighths of the
expenditure. .1 merely wish to lodge a
protest against {he Board for the manuer
in which they have dealt with the volun-
teer system, which has done such good
work in the past.

Hou. J. D. CONNOLLY: I agree
with the Minister for Works that when
the Aet was passed the intention was to
maintain, as far as possible, the volunteer

system side by side with the other. Un-

donbtedly in the past volunteer fire
brigades did excellent work at a mini-
mum of eost, and I regret that the whole
expense is now carried out by paid brig-
ades. The representations of insurance
companies are not likely to be of much
use because it does not matter to them.
They simply put the difference on to
their insurance rates. The matter is
largely in the hands of the Colonial Seec-

retary.

The Minister for Works: No, it is
not,

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: The Aet

says that the Minister must approve of
the estimates of the board. That being
s0, he can simply say that he will not
approve of such esfimates.

Ttem, Parks, Reecreation Grounds, ete.
—~Grants for Maintenance and Improve-
ments — King's Park Board, £1,725;
Coastal Grounds, ete., £750; Goldfelds
Grounds, £525:

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: T wish to
protest against the reduction made in
this item, particularly in regard to King's
Park, The reduction is not likely to
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prove an economy. This is a park which
cannot in any sense be considered a
Perth park. 1t is, in faet, a national
park, and has been bnilt at great cost.
Cnless money is provided for its main-
tenance it will depreciate in value and
beauty, to say nothing of the throwing
away of the money spent upon it. The
amount provided in former years, I think
£3.200, was barely enough to provide for
the decent maintenance of the park.
There are something like 11 miles of
roads fo be kepi up, and unless they are
properly looked after thev will soon be-
gin to go back. At the present time they
are covered with loose dust tor want of
watering and it is no exaggerafion to say
that if they are allowed fo get into ms-.
repair it will cost £5,000 to put them
right.

The Minister for Mines: This item
shows an increase on last year's vote.

Hon. J. D. CONNOQLLY: The Min-
ister is taking the park as a whole. This
is one of the best advertisements the
State has, and it is known almost through-
out the world. 1 appeal to the Minister
to reconsider the proposed reduetion, and
can assure him that if the park is not
looked after it will become a very bad
advertisement for the State.

The Minister for Mines: You are now
referring to the cost of the water?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Yes; but the
board, if it had the water, would not
have the labour required to apply the
water. Again, the 9145 acres under grass
musi be maintained, or else it will revert
to the original sand. Some years ago
the board had its own waker supply, but
the then Minister for Works (Hon. W.
D. Johnson) foreed the board. to obtain
its water from the metropolitan supply.
If that convenience were restored to the
beard, and an electrie pumyp installed, it
would afford some measure of relief.

Mr. ROBINSOXN: The cutting down
of the King's Park grant by £300 means
that £500 less will be spent in wages by
the King's Park board, or that four out
of eleven employees must be saerificed.

Mr. Bolton: Is the board paying £2 a
week wages?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Some of the em-

ployees are boys.

Mr. ROBINSON: It means the driv-
ing of those four employees into the
ranks of the unemployed. Hon. members
can, if they will, see for themselves that
the roads in the park are being cut up
more and roore day by lay. If the pre-
sent state of affairs continues but a lit-
tle longer, the park roads will have to be
closed against traffic; and this will mean
a great loss to the people of Western
Ausralia. Are we in such a position here
that we must adopt measures of such
stringency as this? The pruner, too,
must leary his trade; and I maintain the
financial pruner who operates on these
Eslimates has not learnt his trade.

Mr. FOLEY: In common with metro-
politan members, the last speaker re-
wards everything on the coast as repre-
senting broad national lines. When other
members speak of the interests of the
whole State, it is regarded as parochial-
ism. Many members here deseribe so-
cialism as a horror, but none of its op-
ponents refuse to aceept their bit of so-
cialisin when the opportunity offers. The
King’s Park is now being treated some-
what as out-back parks were treated even
duving good times. The outback people,
however, come to their own assistance in
this respeet. Why should not the mo-
neyed men of Perth show their patriot-
ism by contributing a little of their
private means towards the upkeep of the
King’s Park? The difference between
what is spent on metropolitan parks, and
on out-back parks, is teo great.

Mr. Taylor: Not a shilling of Gov-
ernment money has been spent on parks
in my electorate.

Mr. FOLEY: Nor inmine, Certainly,
I would vote against any increase in
this item. Oui-back people cannot get
the ear of the Minister on such a ques-
tion as that of parks; and the farther
off a complainant resides from the seat
of Government, the remoter his ehance
of having his grievance remedied.

Mr. MecDOWALL: 1t is well known
throughout Wesiern Australia that Cool-
gardie has the best park in this State, 1
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do not object to the King’s Park grant,
hecause I regard that aren as the national
park of Western Australia and as a
splendid advertisement for the State;
but it must be borne in mind that there
are In Western Australia other parks
which are of great value to the people
residing in their vicinity. Last year
£700 was placed on the Estimates for
goldfields parks, and of that amount
the goldfields received £175. I can but
hope they will get the other £525 this
year. The splendid park of Coolgardie
is maintained by people who rate them-
selves; and people who in that fashion
help themselves, I submit, deserve as-
sistance. I hope Perth residents will
take example by the citizens of Coolgar-
die, and also strike a park rate if there
exists a legal method of doing it. I de-
sire to impress upon the Premier the
necessity for keeping his promises in re-
gard to parks on the goldfields.

Mr, ALLEN: I desire to point out
that the Perth City Council, while I was
a member of that body, set aside a sum
of £3,000 annnally for the upkeep of
parks in Perth. XKing’s Park is essenti-
ally a national park. T recollect in this
Chamber, when the question of the na-
tionalisation of the trams was under dis-
enssion, members opposite used the ar-
gument that the trams belonged to the
whole of the people. Now, when it
comes bto a question of parks, it is not
claimed that King’s Park belongs to the
whole of the people, but only to the peo-
ple of Perth. I want to emphasise that
the people of Perth contribute at the
rate of £3,000 per annum, and similarly
the people of Subiaeo, and Claremont,
and other centres. The vote now under
diseussion is essentially a vote for a na-
tional park, and to suggest, as the mem-
ber for Coolgardie has done. that
ihe people of Perth should be taxed
for the nupkeep of this park is
ridicnlons. Y would point ount also that
if the vote for King’s Park be cut down
there is a danger that the roads through
the park will become in such a condi-
tion of disrepair that they will have to
be remade.
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Mr. TAYLOR: The goldfields have
been neglected more during the last two
or three years on this vote than any
other part of Western Australia. In my
own district not one penny has been
spent on recreation reserves during the
tast three years. The people are there,
aud there are parks on the goldfields,
but they have suffered more than in any
other part.

The Premier: That is not correet.

Mr., TAYLOR: I can show the Pre-
mier correspondence which has heen
addressed to me by the Under Treasurer
stating that money is not available for
the purpose, At the same time the people
on the goldfields have themselves spent
more on parks and reserves than has
been spent by people in other parts of
the State. 1f, as has been urged, the
roads in King's Park are falling into
disrepair, why not close the roads and
reduce the motor traffic? If that is not
done it will cost later on more than three
times the amount of this vote to put
the roads into a proper state of repair.
I am opposed to the aititude of the
Government with reference to recreation
grounds and parks on the goldfi¢lds.

The PREMIER: I expected this. One
could not possibly touech a vote of this
character withont members representing
distriets affected ecomplaining, notwith-
standing their continnal outery about the
necessity for ecomomy. If the road
through King's Park is being destroyed
it would not hart very mueh if the gates
were elozed for a period. There is a road
around the park and it would not he
asking too much that people who use the
park merely for pleasure should go
round. In ecutting down this vote we
have not done very much harm, The
member for Mount Margaret was quite
wrong in his statement that goldfields
recreation grounds have not received fair
ireatment from this Government. The
Government have laid down new condi-
tions in regard to grants for recreation
grounds thronghont the State, with the
exception of King's Park, which has
heen recognised all along as a national
park. As regards recreation grounds on
the goldfields, this (Govenment have
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distribnted there a greater proportion
of the vote than ever before,

Mr, Taylor: Where has the money
gone to?

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
turns up the Public Accounts for the last
three vears he will find all the details
there. Only since I have been Treasurer
has the vote been divided up in three
sections, as shown on the HEstimates now.
Previously, King’s Park was given first
consideration; then the other coastal
parks were given a proportion of the
balance, and the remainder went to the
goldfields recreation grounds, Now, the
goldfields get a fair share with other
distriets, and T think it is only fair that
those districts where the people have an
opportunity of obtaining healthy amuse-
ment on the recreation grounds, or of
escaping the broiling heat, should receive
our first consideration, In future, those
applying for granis for recreation
grounds or parks must submit a state-
ment showing the amount expended on
the grounds by the people themselves
either by the exercise of their own energy
in clearing, or by expenditure from funds
eontributed by the people.

Mr. Folev: Do you make any restrie-
tion as to how money is spent in King’s
Parkd

The PREMIER:
restriction in that case,

Mr. Foley: They ean give what they
like, and spend what they like.

The PREMIER: 1If they are spend-
ing money improperly, we still retain
control of the vote. These regulations
have heen framed to pive us better con--
trol, and the Government are determined
they will not help those who are noi pre-
pared to help themselves. That disin-
clination on the part of the people to
help themselves is shown n eonmection
with most of our institutions in the met-
tropolitan area. T do not know any
metropolitan distriet in Australia where
the pnblic renders so little assistance to
publie institniions as in Perth. Take our
hospitals. Their total ecost is borne by
the national exchequer, and nearly the
whole of our charitable vote is spent in
Perth,

We cannof place

[(ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. D. Connolly:
applies to the goldfields.

The PREMIER: Nothing like it, as
the hon. member well knows.

Hon. J. D. Connollv: What about
about Kalgoorlie and Boulder?

The PREMIER: T do not want to
enter upon a coniroversy; hut votes of
this sort should be controlled in order to
see that the money is properly expended.

Mr, James Gardiner: The racecourses
on fhe fields are themselves an advertise-
ment of what the people there do.

The PREMIER: Yes, so also is the
nmunicipal park and recreation reserve
established by the local people. The
same thing applies in the timber dis~
tricts, where men, who have worked hard
alt day, apply their Ileisure hours to
clearing land for the purpose of making
recreation grounds. Those are the people
who deserve encouragement, and that is
what we are trying to do.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The King's
Park Board had their own water supply,
but they were forced by the Government
to take water from the reservoir. At the
present time, when the supuply is re-
stricted and the board are only permitied
to water their roads onee a week, the
Minister might allow them to use the
supply from the source they originally
took it from, and if the Minister supplied
them with a motor and pump, they could
water the park roads independently of
the supply from the reservoir,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At
the present time we are able to allow
street watering td take place on two
days instead of one day a week, and as
we are approaching the end of the sum-
mer, T am hoping that we may he able
to even inerease the number of davs.
Other bodies have made a request similar
to thaf preferred by the member for
Perth, and if we were at the beginning
of the summer instead of practically at
the end of it, it might be worthy of eon-
sideration. Al the present time, however,
we might allow the arrangement which
has been entered into to continue. The
harm that might be done to the King’s
Park roads is not any greater than that
which might be done to the roads of muni-

The same thing
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eipalities, and if we were to be generous
in the matter of water for street pur-
poses, I should be inclined to aet gener-
ously fowards the loeal bodies because
their rords must be kept open for traffic,
whereas the park roads can be closed,
and no great harm will follow.

Ttem, Retiring Allowances, £2,500:

Mr, ROBINSON: Last year the sum

of £1,000 was voted, and the amount ex--

pended was £4,466. This year £2,500
appears on the Estimates, and at the
same ratio the expenditure will be
£10,000. Will the Premier state what
the £2,500 is for, and whether it cannot
be struck out altogether?

The PREMIER: We do not pay re-
tiring allowances until the officials
actually retire, and we must have
the vote for that purpose. Some
retirements have already taken place,
and others are anficipated. Mem-
bers of the service may retire of
their own accord, by reason of their hav-
ing reached the age limit.

Mr. Robinson: Are you making any
retirements this year%

The PREMIER: 1 am not, but the
Governmen{ may be doing so.

Mr. Robinson: Well, do net do it

The PREMIER: One would think
from the hon. member’s remarks that
every time we make refirements we lose
money.

Mr. Robinson: 8o you do.

The PREMIER: Four magistrates
have already heen retired this year.

Hon, Frank Wilson: They do not get
retiring allowances; they get pensions.

The PREMIER: The retirements last
year were heavier than it is anticipated
they will he this year. There were 19
altogether last year, and all received re-
tiring allowances. It must be remembered
that many officials who retire do |not
come under the Superannuation Aet and
they get an allowance for every year of
service.

Item, Interest and Exchange, £2,000:

Mr. ALLEN: T notice that last year
the vote of £1,500 was exceeded by over
£12,000.

The PREMIER: This item is made
up of interest and exchange. Tt provides
for inierest on overdrafis at the London
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County and Westmiunster Bank, exchange
on roads hoard orders drawn on the
Colonial Treasurer, orders dawn by the
Treasury paymssters in the North-West
distriets and remittances to the Eastern
States to meet interest on local inseribed
stock. The amount was heavy last year
principally becanse we arranged an over-
draft with the London County and West-
minster Bank, and the interest on that
had to be paid from this vote. I could
not foresee that the market wounld not be
favourable when I wanted money.

‘Ttem, Subsidies, North-West
survey, £3,750.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: What is the
posifion in regard to the North-West
survey? Some years ago an agreement
was entered into between the Imperial
Government, the Commonwealth, and the
State io carry out this work. Has the
survey been completed?

The PREMIER: Last year I ques-
tioned whether it was necessary to pro-
vide this amount, as I understood the
agreement had expired. We discovered,
however, that it had not expired, and we
are sfill called upon to contribute this
amount.

Ttem, Compensation to W. E, Sudholz
for loss of office as Chief Accountant
and Sub-manager State Steamship Ser-
vice, £495:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Why does this
amount appear? Under what arrange-
ments was Mr. Sudholz engaged, and by
what means was he retired?

The PREMIER: He was engaged for
a definite period, The hon, member knows
the history of his retivrement, Mr. Sud-
holz’s health was broken down by the at-
tacks made upon him, and in consequence
he was retired. We agreed to allow the
question of compensation to go to arbi-
tration, and the amount provided on the
Estimates represents the award of the ar-
bitrators.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is strange that
this gentleman, who was selected as being
capable of runping the State steamers,
should be incapable of filling a minor
position, The item represents money
thrown away. After two years of work
the officer receives a retiring allowance
equal to one year's salary. The Govern-

coast
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ment bungled the business frem the out-
set, and this officer has been sacrificed in
order to cover up the sins of the Govern-
ment. T protest against expenditure of
this kind. Why did we not get any re-
port from the Royal Commission which
imquired into Mr. Sudholz’s management?
What would that report have revealed?

The Minister for Works: For God’s
suke let the man alone. He is trying to
earn z living now, Why do you want to
injure him?

Hon, Frank Wilson: You did him the
injury,

The Minister for Works: I have never
been guilly of any of the shady trieks
vou have done.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must withdraw.,

The Minister for Works: I withdraw,
At all events, if they want to atiack the
Government let them do so, leaving the
man’s name out of it. .

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yon treated hiumn
shabbily, and the Government are now
hiding behind him and costing the country
£495.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Estimates of the
Treasury depariment,

Railways and Tramways department
{Hon. J. Scaddan, Minister).

Vote — Railways and Tramways,
1,591,707

Item, Secretary’s, Accounts and Audit
Branehes, £28,050-

Mr. FOLEY : Recently the Government
decided to reduce the hours of the work-
g men to 44 per week. Will the Pre-
mier give us an assurance that the wages
and allowances paid to the feremen and
supervisors will be affected to the same
degree?

The PREMIER: The hon. member
¥mows that, under existing conditions, we
cannot reduce the salaried staff. Any
man not on the salaried staff, whether he
be foremen or superVisor, must suffer a
reduction the same as the ordinary wages
man; but we cannot interfere -with the
salaried staff, for they are paid on an
annual basis.

Mr. Thomson:
to de with them?

What do you propose

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: That question can be
dealt with at a later stage. I think there
are methods other than reduction by
which our object can be pttained. I
know there is a keen desire that, instead
of reducing hours we should reduce wages
and salaries, but I am not going to reduce
salaries, as the hon, member desires.

Mr. Thomson: No, I do not. You can-
not attribute that to me,

The PREMIER:; The hours of the sal-
aried staff are only 36 or 37 now, so 1
eannot reduce them to 44. The staff i
by no means overmanned,

Mr, Taylor: It must be.

The PREMIER: It is not. Qur train
mileage has increased considerably, not-
withstanding that our earpings have
fallen off.

Hon. J. Mitehell: You are not running
the same trains.

The PREMIER: But we are ronning
an increased mileage, which means an in-
creased cost of administration. More-
over, quile a number of the siaff bave
joined the expeditionary forees, and we
hkave not filled the vaecancies. So it will
be seen that the staff is nhot overmanned.

Mr. Robinson: Does the salaried staff
work only 36 hours per week?

The PREMIER: They work the sane
office hours as the men in the public ser-
vice.

Mr. Robhinson: Do the public servants
work only 36 hours a week?

Mr. Bolton: Some of them only six.

Myr. Robinson: I have not heard that
before and I am sure the public are not
aware of it.

The PREMIER: T have been repeat-
ing that fact for years and yet the pub-
lic are not aware of it. To be exaet, the
publie servants work 38 hours a week.

Mr. Robinson: Then I stand corrected.

Mr. Foley: Some of them catch the
10.30 (rain from Cottesloe, when they
ought ta begin work at 9 o'eleck.

The PREMIER: We have just ve-
ceived the report of the Commissioner on
our railways, and the most I can say at
Lhis juneture is that owing to the closing
down of some of our industries dne to the
drought, the traffic has decreased. The
earning capacity of the railways has
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diminished and the present month will
probably be the most serious,

Mr. James Gardiner: In South Aus-
tralia the railway revenue has fallen off
£220,000 in three months,

The PREMIER.: By the end of the
month our railway revemue will have
fallen oft something like £80,000 for the
three months. Not only is the volume
of traffic less, but the best-paying traffic
has decressed. In some industries it has
been found necessary to practically close
down, while in others the output has been
reduced and consequently the railways
are not paying to the extent they were.
Timber, which represents one of the best-
paying propositions, has heen consider-
ably affected, The average quantity of
coal is not being conveyed to the ports,
because the bunkering trade has fallen
off, Previously we were sending out
fertilisers and bringing in wheat as back-
loading. Al present the mileage has to
be covered in order to transport the fer-
tiliser, but there is no wheat to carry on
the return trip. While the train mileage
will probably be maintained, our expendi-
ture must increase. This is one of the
most serious aspects of the present situa-
tion, and I regret there is no hope of re-
covery during this financial year or even
in the opening months of the next finan-
cial year. I trust that with a better sea-
sonl we may experience a good harvest;
the outlook for the pastoral industry is
already brighter and when the timber in-
dustry returns to its normal eondition,
the railways should again be in a posi-
tion to pay capital charges and show a
slight profit. During this year, however,
the position will be serious from the
point of view of loss of railway revenue
and increase in mileage.

Hon. J. Mitehell:” If that is so, how
can you mrrange for the engine-men to
stand down four hours a week?

The PREMIER: There are some
branches of the service to which the re-
duetion of hours eanuot be applied. Par-
tienlarly is this the ease with the loco.
branch, as the men have cerfain trips o
make.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You cannot reduce
them if they have more running to do.
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The PREMIER: There is not likely
to be much reduction in the loco. branch,
hut in the workshops where nearly one
half of the railway men are employed
the hours have been reduced. Wherever
possible we have applied the 44 hours a
week, not only to bring about a redue-
tion in expenditure, but to keep the men
in onr employ. Twelve months hence, I
am hopeful that railway operations will
show such an expansion that we shall re-
quire more men than are employed to-
day, and I repeat it is far better to retain
the men who are now employed and have
railway experience than to retreneb them
and lose their services for all time. The
44 hours a week system js of advantage
to the Government in this respect, al-
though it does not achieve the same econ-
omy as retrenchment would do.

Hon. J. Mitchell; To whom does the 44
hours apply?

The PREMIER: To the wages staff
wherever it 15 practicable to reduce their
time,

Hon. J. Mitehell:
masters ?

The PREMIER: No, they are on the
salaried staff,

Progress reported.

Not the station-

House adjourned at 11.86 p.m.,
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